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Take heart 
Harambee Stars, 
all is not lost 
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With the humiliatingly 
poor performance of 
national team. Harambee 
Stars in South Africa iwo 
weeks ago, the signal is 
now clear that the Kenya 


disappointed by the event in 
Sduih Africa. He should now be 
psyching the team to forget what 
happened there and prepare them 
for the challenge ahead. 

As far as many people are 
concerned,-soecer in the country 
has improved so much this year 


PbotbaUP^eratiooCKFF) 

and Its other associates only throw barbs at the national 

need to go back to the leam for its performance down 
drawing table if the team's MUlh ’ 
future performance is to 

improve. ^gB^^ m 

Harambee Stars bagged H 

a pointless fourth position am I 

in the Simba Four bL mm IK H 
tournament putting into I I 

focus the question of ™ 

whether or not it can face 

future Challenges. Thecagcrly awaited Four Nations 

However sportspundits 

will generally agree that Saturday bringing into Kenya 

despite thepoorshowdown son,c 01 lllc strongest cricket 
south, all is not lost for the 

xr , . _ * lie week-long event, which 

Kenyanside. One tiling that ends on October 9. has brought 

must be agreed upot i is the i' 1 worltl C’hninpions. Sri-Lankn. 

• . l ...nfn Africa and Pakistan. The 

shu w ia> sponsored by IhcSamecr 



little 22 T" CriCkelerS d0in8 ,heir ”* * Park "" ,ds - The * a “ e “ covered on TV fortbo^ 

Cricket galore 

Thecagcrly awaited Four Nations Ken VfltlC f*owx ■ _ rx - 


fact that since iho Sam 7, !' A . lricn al,d if ,,lkis 
Njamweya-led KFF took Groupof CompM^ 11 " 
office early this year, Asthetouniamentki 
football perfoimance has ^ holding l 

gmatly improved. ■ 


Kenyans can organise a 
successful world class event. 

The Sh 35 million event, will 
prove a further point that local 
organisers can pool their 
resources to organise a successful 
event without necessarily 
knocking the doors of 
government offices. 

Hie KCA lias pm its best 
organisational fool forwmd to 
bring these world giants together 


Asthetaiiniamei.tkickfidaff, 


wntajQH 

The. poor show in South 
Africa, -where the team did not 
register any score came 
unexpected to many. Many 
observers had a loiof confidence 
in the team, but ihe fact that they 
lost should not be used to dismiss 
them from the scene this lime 
round. 

The team is still preparing for 
encounters iOco the African Cup 
of Nations, the World Cup 
qualifiers and the East and 
Central Africa Challenge Gyp, 
where efforts must be put info 
place to ensure that the team plays 
a tangible game. 

Irt the South African hosted 
tournament, Harambee Stars 
were beaten - i-0 by the hosts, 
then Ghana followed with a 
similar performance before 
Australian hammered the team 
4-0. However, in football, like in 
any other game, it would be . 
wrong to write off Harambee 
Stars at this point in time. 

In the view of many, what 
soeder administrators in the 
country. should be doing is re* 
organising the team to root out 
those problems that caused -the 
poor show in South Africa. 

Bsalonal evant^ 

Confidence with foe team 
;tnust bere- affirmed before the 
leam embirki on its other 


see how the local team, which, 
early this year, humiliated West 
Indies in a World Cup duel will 
perform. 

This aside, the Kenya Cricket 
Association (KCA), the host, 
will, irrespective of the Kenyan 
team s performance, prove a 


smile on the faces of the 
organisers and all 1 1 rose involved. 

Coming from a turmoil of 
public accusations between its 
officials and those of the Umpires 
Association, the KCA has 
convinced donors to sponsor the 
event, wliich will at the end of 




Barely four years ago, foe 
association hosted yet another 
tournament, bringing in 17 
countries to take part in the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC). 

In that event, Kenya finished 
second, aposition that earned it a 
debut ticket to the World Cup 
early this year. 

From their performance in the 
World Cup tournament, the 
Kenyan boys have been oul 
looking for abetterpiacingin foe 
world map of cricket, and it is 
perhaps for the same reason that 
sponsorship came so quickly for 
foe event currently taking place 
in Simba Union Club in Nairobi. 

The KCA is hosting a 
historical event which, as staled 
before, is not all-about winners, 
though. It brings together and to 
Kenya the world's best known 



Champion Patrick Njiru wavte to fans at (he start of this year's Safari Rally 

Njiru out of Equator Rally 

Tlic annual CuItexEauninr Pali,, _ ... * 


2ToToc fot X r E ?T rR ? Ily above fo e formidable Toroilich, 
S. w 0ct o*«r 5 tom time perhaps which is foereason why 
minus big names like Patrick lie has opted oul of the Caltex 
, Njiru (national champion) and Rally F - u,l,e * 

veteran Jonathan Toroilich, ' m;’- „ ^ , 

Njiru won foe Toyota 500 
The two day event, slotted for ' rally last August and with the 
October 5 and 6, will be opened Ja ™ n being the only 
by Zambia's Sat want Singh, ev ® n tleftm the local motorsport 
according fofoe draw list released ca ! endar » Njiru will certainly 
last week by foe Kenya Motor ST Joy H waHwWer end of 
Sport Club (RMSC). . . foe ye®. 

Phineas Kimathiwill also not ' . ; , , , . 

take part in foe raHy. Njiru has > ^° pi ! ^ ly knownas 

virtually.- won the Kenyan nlv * 0,,f l“ s 


say-foat his new Toyota-Celica 
ST 2 Turbo is yet to arrive in foe 
country a reason why he willstay 
out of Uiis weekend’s event. 

Interesting Kenyans to watch, 
uuhis rally include Daewood’s 
MalUki Ndetei and entrants 
number 36, photojournalist 
MuLufi Mwnngj and Sieve 
Gacheru in a Mazda 323.- 

The Caltex' Rally will also 
feature a Range Rover entered 


cricket players and teams, most 
known to die locals only through 
foe newspapers or television. 

On the other- hand, the local 
team will have a chance to 
compete with the world’s best, 
something that is a boast to them, 
whether they win -or not. 

For a long time, the majority 
of Kenyans have not been very 
keen on cricket, indeed, many of 
them heard abonl this game when 
Kenya achieved the Cent of 
outwitting West Indies, itself a 
cricket super-power, during foe 
World Cup tournament. 

F0CU8 attonHn n 

With foe splosh of the team’s 
win Jive on TVj Kenyans started 
• focussing their attention on the 
formerly, little celebrated sport, 
which they now have a chance of 
■watching here in Nairobi. 

Apart from the local funs, the- 
Cricket Association is excited. 

The event is to them a major 
publicity boost, proving dial it 
can sort oul its internal squabbles 
lo host a world -class. event. 

In foe history of foe country’s 
sporting community, no single 
association has so far been able 
to pull together a record 
sponsorship of more than Sh 30 
million without subsidies from 
foe government and foe KCA 
feat will be an eye-opener for 
other -associations. 

As the tournament comes to a 
climax, Kenyans will have time 
to see how the local team, invited 
to foe World Cup as an underdog, 
M s emerged as stars of 
international Standards. 


tumbled duringlErWSliH 
tournament. 

Although Kenya has noth 
performing well since th&Wi 
Cup hopes are high that El 
end of foe tournament, theta 
will register some impress 
performance. 

Team Captain Mauri 
Odumbc told reporters lastw 
font the (cam would not lei 
fans down. 

Odumbe, who has be 
coaching and playing in ‘ 
Netherlands; returned home th 
weeks ago to prepare for l 
grand event. 

He says foe team, despite 
registering any slerli 
performance, has been gain 
confidence and experience v> 
every event. 

“After playing all th 
games, we have managed 
improve on our weaknesses, 
have hnd great experience ar 
am sure clinching foe Pi 
Nations Cup will not b< 
miracle,'' Odumbe said bef 
foe kick off of the event 1 
Saturday, The team sufffl 
defeat from a South Afrit 
Provincial side, Northt 
Transvaal, three weeks ago I 
this did not scare Odumbe at i 
"Wo are prepared. We di 
be doing our best to win. T 
experience we havd gathered 
far is good enough for ! us 
compete with the rest," he 
On foe loss to transvari 
said wliat really mattered ? w 
not winning the game, but fprfcii 
a winning combination. ''All 
paying all those matches, v 
have been able to pjdJ] 


aituiaaros. , nave been aoie to i 
. „. ^ currently holding combination lntopJace". 

foe world mantle, will also have. ' Perhaps Odumbe .f 
an opportunity to prove whether team-mates wodld not b 

foeir niighthas weathered since . position foey .are in 4f a 
foe- World cup event which it . cared to promote grille 
grudgingly wop. , .! past In Kenya, cricket, 6 

: . ^a*islan is well-known in who- eyeij know fo re 

mulrai IJ T. . _ V 1 -i -i.-: 


The CrUpy . -n i : “ wcu-snown in wno eyen Know m.u 

feature nllnLo alfi ® enpket world. It whs- second : preserve of- foe elite J 

„ . . by Riclmrd Foale in foe World Cup which iL. - ''Inmo^ixim'eftfe.' 

regional WenUbeaidei Uic World viflunlly ! won the Kenyan re^enUy sold fiis Toyota and a Land-Rover 110 J°‘^y h9atedwi to India and ^ri- -i. c^ketis unheaSqf.-^d 
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'The truth shall set you free' 
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Amidst accusations of pre- 
election rigging and other 
irregularities, an opposition 
activist has come up. with a 12- 
point winning formula for Kanu 
in Jhe next general election. 

-Mr George Mwicigi, a former 
Assistant Minister for 
Agriculture, is convinced that if 
Kanu took his formula seriously, 
it would win hands down against 
the opposition come next year. 


By Staff Reporter 

r 

At tile sometime, Mr Mwicigi 
warns that- if the ruling pajty 
resorts - to elections rigging -and 
other illegal activities, there is 
every possibility that Kenya will 
be plunged into bloodshed and 
chaos. There is also the possibility 
of foe opposition boycotting foe 
election if Kanu continues giving 
pointers that it is notinterested in 


facilitating fair and free election. 

The winning formula for 
Kanu as outlined by Mr Mwicigi 
is as follows: 

1) Combat insecurity in the 
country. Hie state of insecurity 
in .the country, even, in foe so- 
called Kanu zones, is alarmingly 
high as people arc mugged, 
robbed or killed in urban streets 
and rural areas. Yet it is not 
uncommon to see upwards of ten 


policemen manning road-blocks 
and roundt-abouts generally 
harassing motorists. 

Policemen should bo re- 
deployed while foe security detail 
on politicians and civil servants 
should be reduced lo no more 
limn one body-guard as the lives 
of leaders arc not in danger in 
multi-party era. 

2) Create employment 
opportunities by supporting 


large-scale donor-assisted 
projects in agricultural and 
commercial fields. Suchprojccb: 
should Ire manned by competent 
management and work-force 
wliercmcriiis (lie key, otherwise, 
projects of the same calibre as 
Nyayo B us Corporation or Kenya 
National Assurance will collapse 
and when they do they generate 
anti-Kami sentiments and the 
parly continues lolosccredibility 


and ultimately voters. 

3) All mature (1R year-olds) 
youth and other Kcnynns should 
be issued witli thc new generation 
identity cards without any fuss. 
The more complicated the 
process gels, foe more unpopular 
Kanu gets -and the more votes it 
will lose. 

4) Ensure medical care is 
available and affordable all over 

Tym to Page 2 


Who’s who in race 
for CPK’s top post 


A hot behind-the-scenes race for 
ihc top postof the Church of foe 
Province of Kenya <CPK) has 
started and while the Provincial 
Chancellor, Mr Paul .Kihara 
Kariuki, would not divulge- who 
foe candidates are, several names 
are being floated. 

They include Kifinyaga 
diocesan head, Bishop David 
Gitari, who is also the Dean and 
Acting Archbishop of the largest 
Protestant church' in the country, 
bishops Joseph Wason&a 
(Maseno West), Stephen 
Kewasis (Eldoret), Benjamin 
‘ Nrimbi (Kitui), Horace Etemesi 
(Butere) and the recently 
ordained Peter Njenga (Mount 
Kenya South). 

The archbishop's position fell 
vscanl following the retirement 
1994 of Archbishop Manassas 
Kurfa. • 

'The third head bf the CPK 
will be announced ori November 
20 following his election by! a ;• 
210-member electoral college 
made up ofbofo the laity-arid the * 
ckrgy. : . 

Indications are foat Bishop \ 
. . stands a better chance of ■ 
winmrig foanthe other homiriees. 

: it-Was riot posstble lo ; .. 

e *tabljBh the total ‘ huraber of 
hy 'ptosa tintej Mr 
: Kanukj, w ^ doubles up; is.' they * 

. Chfof legal officer", told "; 

nr 8et;.<m .fnfo¥rriatibh!;i 
pn-of-.foe'f 1 :' 
treated’ as J ;' 3 ' 


By Jeff Mbure 


foe number of nominees. Nor 
could he say whether the acting 
archbishop wbb among them. 

He promised lo issue a 
: slatement-to the press soon alter 
foe results of the exercise were 
known. 

Bishop Etemesi was recently 
in the news acpusipg foe National 
Council, of Churches of Kenya 
(NCCK) of involvement in 
manoeuvres to impose someone 
from the minority tribes as foe 
next archbishop of the CPK. - 

According to the CPK 
constitution, which has 
undergone - a number of 
amendments recently- including 
foaone allowing for'the eleettoh 
of the .archbishop even when- Blshdp’ Gitari 
some of thb sees do. not have . ' 
hilltops, the archbishop 
| automatically becomes the 
, bishop of Nairobi Diocese; y, • 

• . Nairobi Dioce?eis the seat of 
the CPK heodquajrtere andhqfflu. 

,the All Saints' Cathedral. In foe 
' 210-jnerhberelectorai CoUege. it 
js^ allocated ! an additional T$ 






Bishop Wasonga 




Bbbop Kewasis 






J • Bishop NzimbJ 
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foe election of the 
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Moi douses hopes on 

constitutional ref orms 


President Daniel arap. Moi has 
firmly slammed ihe door on .the 
faces of democrats and 
constitutional reformists who 
have been wishing against hope 

if£* h vr WaU,d make 8° od h “ 

1995 New Year pledge for a 

Mr Mwiclgi reV S W °. f , lhe ^° nstitulion - 

His Moi Day message to 

^Uhnne if > a* Kefl yans and the world at Jaree 

MPPOSHlOniSf was that those seeking 
fil>A l/_„, . constitutional reforms have to 

"P» t yflllLi Wfl,t unt >l after the next general 

• elections. 

On Winning . ™ e KenyanleaderlostaIife- 

■4 time opportunity to steer the 

IIAirf l/oar’fi county into a democratic and 

yea r S peaceful courseof constitutional 

- . reform at the most crucial 

elections ^ Mtunity a statesman would 

From Page 1 ' _ D aS hi n g,hehopn° fm il| ions 

of Kenyans both in (he opposition 
the country, even in prisons " nd Kanu ' Mr Moi further 
sick people do not vote. There “ emon strated his adamancy in 

are no drugs in almost all h .® ndl . in 8 tricky political 
government hospitals and s ’ tudllons by fnilig to take 
prisoners have jio medical advan,a 8 c of astrategic day to 
attention or clothing. commemorate his reign and 

5) Eradicate wanton announce n «t year's election 
speculative land grabbing. A lot ^ . r , 

of potential voters are being U y four da y s to Moi 

evictedor their children '$ school opposition leaders had 

public playgrounds taken by , Cl 7 P re sident 10 name the 

so-called developers. election date, which he treated as 

Many of the developers get ,£**??* wea P° n in 1992 - 

allocations and Title Deeds from a * ,hou 8h it was changed by the 

employees of Kanu or its then opposition leader Jaramogi 
leadership. Land grabbing m ■ 

Victims will uni r A. ■ 4 



— i -!■?»» 
observers T % “ "gj- 


Moi... reneging on his 1997 New Year Day 


Oginga Odinga in a court 
intervention. 

The reluctance by Mr Moi to 
announce the elect ion date; while 
at the same time telling Kenyans 
that there was not enough time 
for constitutional reform before 
tile elections, smacks of a leader- 
who is not ready to play fair on a 
level ground. 

It -has been pointed out 


victims will not vote for Kanu 
justlike the ethnic clashes victims 
did not vote for theparty in 1992. 

<>) Allow constitutional 
reforms and repeal all colonial 
archaic laws which were and are 
now used to oppress wananchi. 

*) Sloppromotion of tribalism 
through the creation of new 
administrative units. 

8) Stop the culture of lies and 
anti mutliparty democracy. 
Bashing pluralism is bashing 
democratic and constitutional 
rtght to association. 

9) Liberalize airwaves and 
let' both Kann and opposition 
radto and television stations 
operate. To date only Kanu 
activists have "qualified" for 
licences. 

. I 01 Improve* transport 

infrastructure so that wananchi 
can sell their produce such as - 
coffee, tea, maize. and milk and 
go about (heir business properly. 
Bad mads and inaccessible areas 
will meanproblom for farmers in 
rural areas and farmers are the 
majority of Kenyan voters. . 

1 1 ) Do not print paper money 

or engage in the YK'92-type 
operation With the. resultant 
inflation and damage to the 
natiorial economy and, 

12.) Ensure that ethnic cl ashes 
S? either in l$ift 

Tf elsewhere in tbe 

Cduiitrv. Thtc 


severally dial even the Lancaster 
Conferences which formulated 
Kenya s independence 
constitution from the scratch did 
not, need years of preparation. 
The same constitution has been 
tampered with nnd amended to 
create a monster of an executive 
presidency, which Kenyans 
dreadand arc afraid of inheriting 
from Mr Moi when he is defeated 


lok ne s'X7 * h °° k - — 

lendoiicv ha , V ' . the PosiUons-ironi diviStaS 

crMwrt ss-*— s 

unleashed on reformists who If not on the lop poiition. 

P S<WH°^ tltUUOnal CrUMde ‘ to®* deputies callXSu 
lhe .' sla S e “PI*®" to will be found to hive 

re “ mChHngeS 0liginated ^ said ethnic 

l" S “ Ur,ty ' detail ^ is tragedy ud 

inonTlrfll! 10 1Unt1011 “ probabIy the ®^eof fteLd 

seen on Kondoo farm. executive adamancy despite 

Kgv nneltlflno L cssons tbat shou,d leaiwl 

My positions from neighbouring Uganda, 

1 wo key security agents from underdictator Idi Amin; Somalia 

Hie presidential guards have and Siad Barre’s debacle, 

?»- to **“ Ethi °P ia ’ 8 Mengislu Haile 
Service- and the Mariam or President Moi’s pet 
acock Theft Unit respectively in example of political (needy ia 
senior positions. The KWS Rwanda, 
commands vast areas of wild The constitutional issue aside, 

Sf*?!???" and rcservcs 03 does President Moi appears to be 
UieSTU in parts of the Rift Valley headedforbattlewithhucabinei, 

Md elsewhere Ihe mling Kanu end secdoMof 

lneDOtentlfl imnlireiine. „<■ V_i -V.L 


The potential implications of 
organising guerrilla or warrior 
training is enough to send cold 
shivers down the spines of many 
Kenyans familiar with the ethnic 
cleansing between 1991-94 in 
the Rift Valley. After all, the 
Kondoo faim refugees are home- 
bred products of the ethnic 
clashes. 


wnen ne is aplealed clashes 

Nov 20 is D-Day for CPK 

If*™,,. campaigning for- the post then M n .. . 


| From Page 1 

K- nv . p„„.. campaigning for the post then 

*£l££SXSk ^SSSTf 1 

visara ass isxsszzzs. 


in both CPK and ecumenical 
mailers having represented -the 
church at important committees 
locally and overseas. 

His academic and 
administrative record is sound 
and recognised beyond national 
frontiers as shown by the number 
of honourary degreeshe has won. 

At the same rime, Bishop 
Gttan made a major step into the 

bishopric seat when, with thefull 

blessings of the retired 
Archbishop Kuria, he look over 
the important office of the 
deanship from Bishop Henry 
Okullu of Maseno North. 

The fact that ho wqs also 
appointed the acting archbishop 
when Archbishop Kuria retired 
was yet anbther stop towards -the 
highest post in the CPK. I 
, . Since the Kirinynga diocesan 1 
bishop took over the two crucial 
positrons in; tile chiftch, he has , 
guided it through stormy seas.; 

, Fqr Eliis he has won respect atid ■ 

admirntthn frnin Mr.... 11 


manipulation as the cardinals 
remain 'incommunicado until 
•hey have found the right 
candidate. 

The retired long-serving head 

CPK fl PP° aIc d to the 
Faithfhl to bust God to show them 
the right person to become-the 
next, archbishop instead of 
engaging in useless campaigns 


cr:‘!Lit on '/ he V 

things go wrong. One would bi'!^ * lm a[ “» 

^■ " d .^ hy r“P Ie “WW From each of ihe CPK The retired long-, erviog hear 
Z S Ti^heTh P Sn ' U,y ° hUICh ^toceses four iaily members and ? f . * he Cp K ‘PwZZ Z 
po l^fhefthe „ not corrupt. ■ he fourdergymen are elected to be. f^RtHotrastaodtoshowlhim 
Arehbiahon If..,,-. J tn -in electoral college.- Therefore n * ht P m on to become-the 

SSSssbb;- arrsssft* 2 - ■-*— 

college * ect0ral Ihe elecLion of the archbishop is Archbishop Kuria also castigated 

He oxplahied iLwas possible USSS*?*"*** . KSSgSg*- 

every b i shop toiSIi'MfcSSSE S3 m Ml? 

outomaltcally a member of the end ther e S' no^om ' tr 

Terror gang invades two estates 

’ By a corresDondant 


■"-.tiiun electoral 

college. 

He explained iL was possible 
to have only one nominee if ail 
the electors were unanimous of 
the person they want. . 
ArchbishopXuria told Targcf 

that every bishop was 
automatically a member of the 


There is an unprecedented wave 

of thuggery and. general 


insecurity in the Eas tl^ncfr'es tates k atMlln ^ :l S u ® s 0X0 ‘ n,eresled in 
ofJeriehLnd lernE «*« lin e l-ght (tb oarry) hut 

Evidence of this are the ^S! nS,V li lem? 1,ke- mi,si c 
nightly wrings and scream, a, guilder,. 


insecure as*we do* Um dm- ‘ ‘"’’I’iV Jtnpickmgsuchthioga 

said H, OmoUo /WdSo ^ing the 

him, Ihe lhugs are interested in i ^ >8 ’ “^MsEsther. 


— - »» h *im tuiu aVWIMtHVt 

the Kalenjin bibes.The on-going 
Kenya Creameries Co-operative 
saga has provided fertile groiwdi 
for open defiance on the 
president’s war against the 
farmers dairy body. 

The KCC debate in 
parliament during whldi-Kint 
MP Kipnito arap Kirwa and Ireri 
Ndwiga voted solidly with the 
opposition was a clear signal that 
they were no longer under the 
tyrannical spell of their leader 
coming so soon after the party's 
Parliamentary Group meeting. 

The two MPs were not alone 
in their defiance against (he 
hitherto all-po'werful Kanu 
supremo. Cabinet Minister 
Simon Nyachae. and Kamwithi 
Munyi holding the crucial 
Agriculture, Lifestock and 
Marketing as well as Co- 
operative Development 
respectively, told Mr. Moi to 
stopmcndling with the KCC and 
let its directors decide its fate, 
They wore reinforced by former 
cabinet minister and now 
AssistantMinisterJameaOspgo. . 

Rarely has Kanu ministers 
and MPs shown such open 
defiance on a matter, that has far- 1 
reaching, political implications 
for Xanu?8 survival. The voice ■ 
and stand taken by (fan-five iutd 
others in Kanu who were afraidj 
of standing up to be, equaled, 
must be Sweet music to (he e^f > 
of opposition reformists whoCs^ 
perceive -the .wide craoks' wilWfl ; 
Kanu and its leadership., 

Cheap plots 


• Qn tho bight before Moi Day 
,w ° 


Tbo . con tfiiued : bashipj 
KCC by President Mpji lil^ 
' general . neglect : .pf \ esaeii 
services; ,and infraSfrtial 

UMiirel 


cha^mugaforhburswl^^ 
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Theatrical democrats censured | Christlan 


Hypocritical African leaders who 
posed ns democrats to win 
Western donor funds have been 
heavily censured. 

“Given that democracy is a 
prerequisite for foreign Rid, many 
African dictators practise 
theatrical democracy aimed at 
satisfying those who watch from 
the Western gallery ” Mr Rams 
Ramash in, the preside ntof South 
African National NGO Coalition 
(SANGO) told Ihe opening of a 
five-day conference on - an 
enabling environment civil 
society in Johannesburg. 

The meeting was jointly 
convened by SANGO, South 
Africa's Development Resources 
Centre- (DRC) and Mwengo 
(Acronym for Mwelekco wa 
.NGO - Kiswahili Tor NGO 
dircclion/vision). The latter is a 
reflection and development 
centre for NGOs in Eastern <md 
Southern A Fries based in Harare, 
Zimbabwe. It is headed by a 
former Undugu Society of Kenya 
director, Mr Ezra Mbogori. 

Addressing non- 

governmental organisation 
(NGO) delegates from 1 5 Eastern 
and Souther Africa (ESA) 
countries, the SANGO boss 
accused Africa leaders of singing 
“mock elections every five years 
in order to meet the minimum 
requirements for foreign aid" 
even though the elections did not 
give the people the power to 
decide who they want as their 
leaders. 

In a sharp statement that cut 
beneath the veneer of posl- 
independence African 
democracies, Ramashia 

dismissed. elections that do not 
change tbe content of power 
between pmties. “Even . if the 
constitution pays lip service to 
multiparty democracy, llie reality 
is that only one partyis given thc 
political space to mobilise," he 
said. 

In some instances, he said, 
the cost of political campaigns o f 
"the (ruling) party” arc funded 
by the exchequer. 


Ramasia -accused some 
African dictators of seeing NGOs 
as athreat that must be controlled 
by draconian laws. ‘This form of 
undemocratic behaviourdestroys 
the spirit of patriotism and 


By Dorothy Munyakho 

renders NGOs vulnerable to be 
co-opted la agendas of foreign 
imperialists bent on undermining 
the sovereignty and integrity of 
African slates," he said. 

NGOs have a role to deepen a 
democratic culture and promote 
participatory democracy where 
ordinary people have a say on 
how they want to live their lives, 
according to Ramashia. 

The SANGO' boss advised 
NGO consortia to* develop -a 
policy framework that enables 
civil society organisations to 
contribute to development 
without undue state interference. 
Turning to (he conference, 
Ramashia stressed NGOs* 
responsibility to facilitate the 
development of a jurisprudence, 
which recognises the value that 
civil society organisations add to 
the development process. 

Such regulatory framework 
must promote democracy, 
openness, transparency and 
accountability. Legislation 
should not aim at controlling civil 
society but at liberating it. “It 
must not be aimed at destroying 
civil society but at promoting its 
vibrancy. Ifit is meant to be used 
by ordinary people, it wouldhave 
to be simple and user-friendly," 
Rnmashia said. 

The conference conics in the 
wnke of a Commonwealth 
Foundation-sponsored workshop 
in May, which sought lo improve 
relations and promote 

collaboration between 

-governments and NGOs in the 
ESA region. The workshop 
sought to commit NGO and 
government ' participants re- 
implement the Foundation's 
Guidelines for Good Policy -and 
Practice. 

At a time when NGOs are 
faced with major administrative, 
and legal problems,- great 
demands and pressures are-bcing 
placed on the sector, whose role 
in social and economic 
development is growing. 
Because the legal frameworks 
within which NGOs operate are 
inadequate, questions persist 
about their independence, 
transparency and accountability. 

In spite of the great 
-expectations on die sector, NGOs 
operate within a hostile 
.environment where- tax 


regulations, forinsiance, provide 
inadequate preferences to ensure 
their ongoing fimmein! 
sustainability. Regulations 
governing fund raising arc also 
excessively restrictive and 
bureaucratic. 


For governments and 
multinational funders to make 
realistic expectations -of NGOs 
as regards implementation of 
important social and 
development projects there is a 
need in the region to address the 
above ns well as to consider a 
wide range of possible legal 
changes, advocacy work and 


alternative political and social 
justice discourses'. 

The Johannesburg conference 
wns premised on the fact that 
developing sound laws and 
regulations is crucial to 
empowering the NGO seclorand 
to continuing to enhance its 
ability to respond in on 
a< mutable nnd professional 
manner to the needs of the 
society. 

Kenya wns represented at the 
conference by the NGO Council 
Chief Executive Officer. Mr 
Murt »/» Juffcr, two executive 
committee members Mr Snlil 
Shelly of Action Aid- Kenya nnd 
Ms Dorothy. Munyakho of 
Interlink Kurul Information 


Service nnd a member of-stalT 
from the Policy UniL Ms Alice 
Mutliri Ogolu. 

A legal officer from the Public 
Law Institute, Mr Bernard 
Sihnnya and Al Hojj Hubbic 
Hussein from a Gnrissa-bnsed 
NGO, Womankind, nlso attended 
the conference ns part of the 
Kenyan delegation. 

J affer, a lawyer by profession, 
was involved in the conference 
preparatory process oa bohnlf of 
Mwengo, which is assisting 
Tanzania, Malawi apd 
Madagascar develop NGO- 
spccific laws. 

Inti'riink Rutiti Information 
Service 
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Sprucing up: A City Council employee reftirblsbes the statue of the founding father of * 
the Kenyan nation, the tale Jomo Kenyatta, outside the KICC io readiness for 
Kenyatta Day.— Picture by Charles Manlhai. 


resources 
fair for 
Kampala 

By a correspondent 


The first ever exhibition of 
Christian Resources is to be held 
at the Sheraton Hotel, Kampala, 
4-6Dcccmber, 1996. Thisituw 
venture is being built upon the 1 2 
• year success story of Christian 
resources exhibitions Ihnt have 
been held in different cities 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

There will be over 38 
exhibitors drawn front Uganda, 
Kenya. Tanzania and the United 
Kingdom. The latest 
development in information 
technology will be exhibited as 
the Christum Churches are well 
ahead in using modern 
technology in spread the gospel. 

The reason why exhibitions 
in the United Kingdom have been 
successful is Ihnt churches have 
difficulty finding cun about nil 
the many resources they need, as 
do mission centres and schools. 
By bringing all the resources into 
one space for three days the job is 
made infinitely c-nsrer. 

Africa is ;i major recipient of 
financial resources mid the 
exhibition provides a platform 
upon which expenditure of these 
monies can be efficiently made 
while comparing different 
products and services on view. 

Theevent is being supported 
by Chfislinn churches of many 
denominations throughout 
Uganda and East Africa, while 
the exhibition itself is organised 
jointly by the United Kingdom 
office of the pioneers of the 
Christian Resources Exhibition, 
and their Kampala office run by 
ACLAIM Africa Ltd whose 
managing consultant was, until 
last year, general xli rector of 
'Scripture Union UK. There is 
still a limited amount of stand 
space available in iheexhibi tion. 

December is.a key period in 
the Christian calendar and ihe 
exhibition date has been carefully 
planned to help churches and 
schools at the best possible lime 
before Christmas. 

— APS 


Cold water thrown on reforms 


TARGET 


Subscription 




From Pag, 2 ^ ** ? SVojlj ! ; ' 

including President Moi’i P °o‘ti£^ G oldnnherg ream iviTlMflofShSUllinnhom Subscription !. 

Kalenjins .re bning alienated involving the ih.fl of Sh 32 the Kenya NeUona^ ^ Assmance. hS S ' 

from Kanu and its disihal • billion, which was 75 per cent of -including Sh 180 million , ^ . ■ •• I imj. > '■ ■.- i • •. ; -. 

performance over the last four government budget and- soley deposited in collapsed banks lliat , hillionnires were! • ■■ r **’" 

*«• responsible for -tlte .collapse of eventually led.to the dosurc q 

Evidently- Kanu has no track . the Kenya shilling making the insurance firm and loss of other at 4he Nairobi ' Ji! ' 11 ,i'u " 

record to endear itself to the consumer-products and services nearly 2.000 jobs. , International Show while 1 WtySlCaUoCOtiOtt 

electorate as having mended its expensive?^ , . . v) Noting of the Nyayo Bus i, 

prodigal behaviour during the . »)PlundefoflheSlv5Kmon Owporation^ ^bmU on free buses. ■ r*: - T ^ 

multi-party era. In tfae Jast four as the oost of 1 NS$F building spare parts, donations flhd cheap Q r p OVC rty. Tltei i - •• r;;V 

year? billions of.shilbngs have originally estimated to cost Sh labour from bi , lio n A ires were mingling with . Jl. here by enclose 8 Cheque/mQney Order, for KSilS. 

ttsssajss gjS 5 !BSS -JSSKSSSg ie-jg-r 

Wdoc F-nd L ,i,v^gh. : highway f.hm Mh^areio ; . f : V : -V I ' 'i 7: 

^^.b^dhya ^ j jSf/ri i^publishca f ortnifiKUy ^ this:^ial 

: ■SS 8 g»a!» , asj 6 Haii^^y!^S^ 

^MehtMoi^o^hed uf^etid - j ; '. fromfogl. ■: ^ p.,' > -- V Vr V'r: X- ' 


5S.318 (for six 

(oniyournfeKi 









Target, October 16-31. 1996 5 


4 Target, October 16-31, 1996 

““TT" 


TARGET 

'The truth shall set y ou free 

Dealing with problems 
of hunger, malnutrition 

Evejy man, woman and child has the inalienable right to be free 
from hunger and malnutrition in order to develop their physical 

^ 6l8ri0n “» durin ® 

. The shQuI ^ 1x5 uppermost in the minds of world leaders 
,* h i® ather i he Food ’ Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

ST- “ ° me ” Noveraber 13 ‘ 17 - ^cir discussions 
Will centre on giving new impetus tolhe fight fbr food security by 

attention of policy and decision makers in the 
public and private sectors and the general public as well as on the 
policies and actions to ensure food for all. 

nJfJ!. “ U “ h ® 11, ** Rome is aimed at increasing 

production to meet the needs of a. growing world population 
generating employment and providing assistance to give people 
access to llie food produced;. 

• Locally, the summit conies at a time when the country is 
facing sencwis food shortages in the arid and semi-arid areas of 
Eastern and North Eastern provinces, where several hunger- 
related deaths have been reported. B 

^Mry, 11,0 wor,d produces enough food for evciyonc. Bui 
the food does not reach many millions. It is estimated that 800 
million people in developing countries are chronically 
underaounshed and that nearly 1 1 millioaChildrei, under the age 
of fiyedie as a direct or indirect result of hunger and malnutrition. 
Millions more- suffer from diseases related to diets deficient in 
vitamins and minerals essential for health and development. 
rJ™ f/° b c ™ 0f hun £ er is wel1 understood in this country. 
=:^ ,SP ^ blem “ al il mes P°hticised with theparty in power 

^° rUS,ng f0odas a wea P on against thc-opposition 
and as ahait to lure votes among tlic victims of hunger. 

and n« U / C T; hUll 5 er , Stalks therural poor especially the landless 
and pastorahsts and slum dwellers in urban areas. 

According to the FAO, to achieve national food security, a 
trountry must not only produce, store or import the food it needs 
n ^ e ^ e T‘ CS IO ensiBC suitable access to it, meaning 

thatnufotionaUyadequareandsafefoodsuppliesnmstbesvailable 

tWi? 1 r BCh H*™? 1 8 daily cncr ey ^ nutrient needs. Further 
P? Iwsmusthe slaWe and accessible to everyone. And the 
kmds of food musL be culturally acceptable. 

Food insecurity is essentially a resultof poverty. However it 
Production is managed that brings the kind of 
problems Kenya at limes faces. While food.could be going to 

^ ‘ he Wft V&ne y “« Provide areas 

JeWd!* SWay “ “ rep0rting scores “f hunger- 

■ P ° MC 1 COmCS inl ° P lay when well-connccted 

individuals export food leaving their own countiymcn to starve. 

limp i. ■! hn ° CratS II nd Pobdcians meet in Rome in a. month’s 
JSf J “?*?* Sl,ch i s ncw cr °F varieties, use of new crop 
? CW lcehno *°gics, improved irrigation and pest 
comra! methodologies that specialists at grassroot level should 
emphasise as a way of ensuring food security.' 

Increasing the per capita output should be the essential ihina 

dSt de l,ke . land md WBter sources flre finite. 'Activities' 
«r«S" a or land and water resources 

It is our hope that the Rome summit, will came up with ideas 
tbat^omotean all-around approach to crop and animilproduclion 
aimed at achieving the universal- goal of “Food for All” 
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Case for 1997 
polls boycott 

The participation in next year’s 
elections before constitutional 
changes are effected will be 
tantamount to the installation of 
constitutional dictatorship. 

Kanu has put in place various 
ways of rigging the elections. 
These include President Moi’s 
assertion that only now look IDs 
will be accepted in 1997 general 
election. 

This is amplified by the alow 
pace of the issuance of the 
[document in opposition 
strongholds unlike in Kanu 
strongholds where IDs are easily 
acquired and mobile registration 
is carried out on a door-to-door 
basis. 

The unconstitutional creation 
of new administrative units based 
on ethnic and clan consideration 

■m Ifnnil ulrnniiknU. II __ 


The Editor, 
Target 
Box 45009 
Nairobi, 



Flaws In 8-4-4 system 

As the Fiirniv nun, tl.. 0 a a 


As the furore over the 8.4.4 
system of education continues, 
nobody seems to care that it is the 
less brilliant and often mediocre 
students who benefit from the 
confusion. 

While itshould lake fouryears 
to complete a Bachelor’s degree 
course at our universities, itdoes 
in fact take up to six years or 
more to do so with the present 
semester arrangement. The best 
students with mean grades of B- 
and ■ above take- six years to 
complete their Bachelor degree 
courses compared to the less 


n rZ ZT j '“7';" courses compared to the less 
m Kanu strongholds as well aa in brilliant ones who go abroad and 

take three years for their first 


turned agninst the opposition due 
to Kanu policies of intimidation, 
blackmail and horassement is 
another, factor and so is the 
government's failure to liberalise 
ihe electronic mass media as well 


degrees and. one year- for their 
Masters. 

They return home before their 
more brilliant colleagues get their 
first degree. And out of this 

ronfusionitis those poorstudents 

tvhri fol>n tin J ■ _ 


glaringly obvious. 

The shortcomings of the 
present-8-4 -4 system of education 
arc numerous, but the most 
important one however is that 
students are. not encouraged to 
compete for opportunities by 
preparing themselves to be the 
best whi le the Government wants 
to be seen to given]] students a 
chance, In- certain . courses 
competition-is designed such that 
there are no failures. This only 
encourages mediocre 
performance. 

Granted, the 8-4^t system df 
education is-a good-educational 
programme as it restricts the total 
duration a student takes before 


Share power 
and opportunities 

Churches in tliis country should 
pay more attention to the position 
of women in society and take it 
more seriously both in the sphere 
of .theological doctrine and in all 
areas of life. 

Specifically, it means that 
churches must learn to share 
power andoppor trinities and talk 
about unpopular issues such as 
violence against women,- sexual 
abuse and rape. 

They, must notclo9e their eyes 
to the fact that these' things happen 
in churches as well. There are 
wifc-bcating- husbands among 
Christians, for instance. 

The suppression of women 
cannot bo justified by quoting 
die Bible as if it were the most 
natural tliinglo do. Churcfhes can 
only be convincing if they 
become a community of people 


he obtains hia-first degree loifi T™ * 

years in line with foe other coequal status and equal 


as denying Kenyans the right of co . n ^ us ‘ on ^ tis dl0B ® poor students 
starling their own private * . ***** U P tho limited jobs or 

broadcasting houses. 

Then there are Kanu “rigging 


years in line with the other 
educational systems in otherparts 
of the world. 

Indeed, Kenyans who 
obtained their degrees in the 


WHAT OTHERS SAY 





To begin to really communicate with 
the world around us. with the authorities 
above us. with our bosses, with those of 
other races and faiths, demands a type i 

of humanity and strength that very often 1 
threatens people. The churches have 
p arrowed the subject of communication . 
andtreatlt asan Instntmcntfdrpreachlng’ 
fheGospelJailing to see it as a dimension 
ofWe. Journalists today are vulnerable, 
Often badly treated by their superiors 
S? ^ntjhem to be public relations : 
officers, They need a comtrUiiiily-df 
f ro *i the. (ndtuHs 


l .. { , ..- -kuLilifctff -i --~lr ‘ • ,<iy ; i '.n-.v | -)* : , •j."-.. £••!-,? ' 


agents'' -who insist that only 
Iparliament can undertake 
constitutional changes-and after 
the 1997 general election. 
Kenyans should know that since 
Kanu failed to gamer the two 
thirds majority by buyipg 
defectors, it is embarking on an ; 
uneven playing ground so as to 
dominate the business of 
parliament and effect 
constitutional amendments 
aimed at protecting the autocratic 
presidency. 

I urge Kenyans- to save 
hemselVcB from these evil 
designs Jby boycotting the 1997 
general election, if all hurdles 
hindering democratisnlion arenot 
cleared. 

It should be noted that it was 
Moi himself who early last year 
promised Kenyans constitutional 
changes and that He was to inyitd 
foreign! constitutional legal 
experts to assist in re-writing foe 
constitution. * ! 


private * u k**™ luimeujoos or uoiamea ineir degrees in the 

register for ppstgraduate courses 1950s and early 1960s followed 

and get opportunities to teach an 84-4 system whereby they 


— — niiiviiaiiuuiuucicac 

for the high.achievers only. 

I fail to see why everyone is 
up in arms at foe .poor 


either in local schools and spent the first- eight years in 
collegesoriii public universities, primary and intermediate school 

an area which should be reserved followed by four years at 

* secondary school. After school 

certificate or *0’ levels they 
r - — * proceeded to Makerere for their 

performance of our graduates dogreepourse which look 4 yeare 

!!«S‘llL PO rt y,efenKi Barak Nyamaago, 

to as half baked when the problem ‘ -PODEMBE 

leading to their unsuitability is Shunzu Teachers College 

gnore wananchi at own risk 

Pobt.^eveiit, m Kenyai«nind m hi, name, , contributed 

immensely to the, downfall of 
Czar Nicholas. 

Rasputin, belonged to a 
religious sect and in 1909, he 


rights 

ffime is .running out if what' 
women consider lobe appropriate 
by the end of this century is to be 
achieved - 50 per. cent of those 
involved in governance and- 
decision -making -should be 


women. 


Rebecca Makonge, 
Nairobi. 
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me of the Russian history under 
Czar (Bmperor) Nicholas II from 
1894 -to 1917. Nicholas was' a 
charming and well intentioned 
person bnthe was also politically 
weak and unreliable. 

Nevertheless^ Russia made 
ecoDomic progress and became 
a mqjor industrial power during 


Military Intervention 
doesn't brlngpeace 

Developments in such far-flung 
countries like Bosnia -.and 
Somaliashow clearly that outside . 
military intervention does riot 

bring peace to a country. : 

, Diplomaoyhas proved that it 
is thegerm that should always be 


~ t>Yr% . . 1 is megerminarsnouio always 

mtroduceH in i£ 8bUr f f and ‘i WM injected in war or war-threatening y 

help heal 1 their ^riy^o situations; It has worked id many . 

suffered, from hemqpMUa. His ^ °. f Ite 
apparent success eave him areat Angola and 


m 


t 


a major industrial power during . apparent success cave him “““tries such^as Angola and ,i 

L re & orio8W “us* 

trom other Countries. arid he began to meddle in' dependence era. i : ; 

constitution. * | " t PpEticaldedgidnsandniinisterial Diplomacy is frostrafih^^ 'J4 ;*;i, ; 

Hischief government adviser, ^ «u™ t0 rrance ard England^ appointment?, > > limes. It requires pdlie^ L #hd.^ / : 

Amos Waba, was earlierquoted i A of: nobleman limecbnsiiihih^ 

f the constitution would : ^ Nicholas,, ill* , assassinated him in December that armstsvisling initiatives M > 



Creation 
of many 
dioceses 
cause of 
problems 

Areportbytbe Anglican Church 
of Uganda indicates foat the 
formation of many dioceses is 
the cause of financial problems 
in the province. 

This was disclosed by the 
Church of Uganda Provincial 
Secretary, • the Rev Canon 
William Magambo, in a press 
interview on September 14. 

He said the House of Bishops 
had decided that no new dioceses 
would be formed within the 
existing ones-in the province until 
1998. 

Rev Magambo was reacting 
to report that Kamuli and lgapga 
archdeaconaries ■ in Busoga 
Diocese, eastern Uganda, which 
support "Bishop Cyprian 
Bamwoze’s leadership, were 
seceding from Busoga Diocese 
and forming their own fully- 
fledged dioceses. 

A leadership wrangle in 
Busoga has been going on for the 
last four years -with one. sect ion 
of the laity saying they did not 
recognise the Rev Bamwozc as 
bishop. 

The House ofBishops, under 
the chairmanship of Archbishop 
Livingstone Nkoyoyo decided 
two months ago to retire Bishop 
Bamwoze prematurely in 
February next year,- to allow the 
cooling off of tempers. 

BishopBamwozeiscuirently 
on.forced sabbatical leave until 
nextyear. He is to retire in 1997 
although he would be reaching 
the retirement age a year later. 

The retirement- of Bishop 
Bamwoze Seems not to have 
satisfied all parties concerned. 

No sooner was the bishop's 
retirement made public ■ than 
several. arch'deacpnaries 
supporting him announced they 
would form new -dioceses, 
separate from- Busoga diocese. 

Two years-ago, a committee 
set up by foe House ofBishops to 
lookinto theproblemsof Busoga 
diocese, recommended that tire 
diocese be split into three 
dioceses so foat .Bishop 
• Bamwoze coaid take one where 
he hadsuppoit. But the Bishop 
and his supporters as well -as 
enemies said they were opposed 
to the splitting up of the diocese. 

Two years ago, there were 
efforts to create more sees in the 
central region kingdom of 
Bugarida so that the kingdom 
could set .up its own province, 
independent of the province of 
Ihe Church of Uganda. 

Rev Magambo said due to 
demands from several.-parts of 
Ihe country for tire creation of 
new. gees, „the House of BishopB 
had ins United a committee to visit 
to 08 e places which want to form 
new dioceses and provide a fepqtt 
to be considered in 199^, 

In a country with more thaq ' 
40 ethnic groups, there has beep r. 
a tendency infoechurch tocreate 1 ' 
. Wbalbishpps who bavebeensej^ 
to administer itt their, hom$ • 
.regions. / - -- 


Beware 
of lead 
poisoning 


* 


When Pretoria re-shipped to 
Kenya a consignment of omena, 
a popular dried fish Rmong the 
Luos and Luyias of Western and 
Nyanza provinces. Borne time 
ago. the complaint was that the 
cargo was excessively leaded. 

South Afrioans would not 
feed their cattle on contaminated 
food, and as a result, Kenya lost 
millions of shillings ip foreign 
exchange because of lack of strict 
observance and enforcement of 
environmental health laws and 
standards. 

Concerned with the dangers 
of lead, Kenyan researchers arc 
now pooling data to show 
Kenyans Ihe dangers they arc 
exposing themselves to. 

At -a recent 'Environmental 
Exhibition al Ihe French Cultural 
Centre, Mrs Mary Kinoli. a. 
Rcnyatla University 

Environment lecturer, disclosed 
to participants how Kenyans' 
popular foods such as cabbage, 
sukuma- wiki (kale?) and arrow 
roots have excessive levels Of 
toxic lead. 

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) limits tho 
Provisional Weekly Tolerable 
Intake (PWTI)-of lead to below 
50 per 25 micrograms of human, 
body weight. 

Kinoli stunned participants 
when she said sukuma wiki and 
cabbage consumed in Nairobi 
have thehighest presence of toxic 
lead, which Ihe uninformed urban 
dwellers continue to ingesL 
ButDrW.N . Wamicha warns: 
“The results will only- start 
manifesting after a generation or 
two." The Kenyatta University 
lecturer aays that in the absence 
of stringent control measures to 
free the environment of 
contamination, human beings are 
dangerously exposed to 'toxic 
substances, 


By Juma Kwayera 

Wamicha, a lecturer in 
environmental studies, says lack 
of national commitment to 
sustainable use of environmental 
resources is holding back 
awareness creation. 

"Reckless disposal of 
industrial waste, particularly 
leaded emissions from motor 
vehicle, is pumping a lot of lead 
and other dangerous substances 
into the human body through the 
atmosphere and the soil he says. 
The worst environmental abuse 
is on the roads where people -arc 
exposed- to lead exhaust gases, 
he adds. 

Environmental Hazards of 
Heavy Metals, a United-Nations 
Environment Programme 
publication, slates that food is 
the main source of lead intake for 
mammals and birds, although 
lung retention of airborne lead 
depends on the size of the 
particles and -the respiratory 
volume. 

Lax approach 

Lead poisoning, states the 
Unep. publication, is likely to 
damage the brain, causing renal 
failure, and anaemia. Other 
episodes of concern include 
mental retardation in children and 
reproduction in adults. 

Wamicha asserts that -some 
of the fatal road accidents in 
Nairobi may be linked to heavy 
ingestion of lead. “Inhaled lead 
causes drowsiness and 
consequently a lull in 
concentration.” In Nairobi, with 
68 per cent o'f the country's 
registered motor vehicles, the 
cocktail of fiunes released into 
the atmosphere is dangerous to 
drivers. 

“Lead is a inn-biodegradable 


■v: 


The dqbger: Consult) brs of the cabbage are unaware of Ihe high level of lead in their 
vegetable. 


substance and therefore it cannot 
be easily discharged from ihe 
body,” Wamicha explains. 

A Ministry or Environment 
and Natural Resources officiu], 
who requested anonymity said 
that given our lax approach to 
sound environmental policies, 
chances that cattle; sheep, goats, 
pigs and chicken consumed as 
meat arc leaded are "very high." 

These sources of meat should 
be subjected to some kind of 
“lead level lest before they are let 
into the. market. In Kenyu, we 
dump the toxic gases in the 
atmosphere without realising that 
we arc part of die environment 
wc ore so quick to abuse but slow 
to redress." 

He adds that in towns like 
Kisutnu.Eldoret, Nakuru, Thika 
and Nairobi, plausible policies 
arc needed to control 
environmental abuse. "These 
town8J)re industrialising fast and 
the environment should not be 
left at Ihe mercy of mindless 
investors," he suggests. 

.In Kisumu, the origin of the 
omena cargo that Soulh-Africa 
rejected, Prof George Ongwenyi 
stresses the need -to in ni main 
quality standards and to reach an 
agreement on safe utilisation of 
marine resources. 

Lake Victoria is the largest 
source of the protein-rich fish 
consumed in -East and" Central 
Africa. Continued discharge of 
leadedeffluent into Ihe lake could 
adversely affect - East African 
economies since such presence 
defies international standards, 
Ongwenyi warns. 

" Recent research conducted in 


the United States and published 
in March 1996 in the scientific 
journal, Environmental Health. 
says that minimal exposure la 
lend accounts for n"40 percent 
drop of semen count in men, 
testicular cancer and preinulurc 
ovarian failure in women." 

Suites ! ho research; “It is not 
known hnw the dysfunctions are 
initiated; the best known 
examples of endocriiie- 
disrupting chemicals are those 
associated with, or mimicking 
female sex hormone activity." 
As a ncuioloxicanl. the report 
points out that lend intensifies 
psychiatric and behavioral 
disorders. 

An info mi ation scientist with 
the University of Nairobi ascribes 
the typical rowdiness of bus 
conductors and touts to lethal 
exposure to lead because ihe 
vehicles they use are poorly 
maintained and therefore they 
emit a lot of unbumi gaste. 

At most of Kenya’s bus 
termini, leadedeffluent is ejected 
into open spaces. Apart from 
being, an eyesore, operators and 
most commuters know -little 
about ih? toxicity oF some of its 
constituents. 

Al the usually .crowded 
Nairobi Country Bus Station 
(popularly known as Machakos 
Airport), travellers are largely 
unaware- of the danger they are 
exposed to. Ms Jan&Wainaina; a 
second-hand cloth seller, says 
casually: "Wc are used to the 
ratable of engines and foe dirty 
waste discharged here.- 1 do not 
know of. any other danger." 

Jane’s ignorance is shared by 


many ollteis in rural villages and 
urban shuns where dies el engines 
are vised to grind miti/c into flour 
mid in factories. 

A Nairobi environmental 
officer wonders why the 
government has not taken steps 
lo impose n ban on leaded fuels. 
He says: 'in dev eloped countries, 
it is nn offence la exp>se people 
lo. lend. Our constant foot- 
dragging on this mailer Is likely 
to cost us dearly in future. 1 ’ 

The MENR officer laments 
that while the. govern incut has 
the machinery to impose the ban, 
it lias previously shelved 
propo sals to c« >me up with control 
standards for a clean 
environment. 

“A case in point is lire Clean 
Air Bill in the I9«0s. which never 
went beyond the drafting stage," 
he says. "No wonder leaded foods 
are consumed in the country mid 
even exported!" 

Wainichii underlines the need 
for an environmental law. "The 
bits and pieces we have are only 
sectoral and do not adequately 
address environmental issues," 
he says. While the Traffic Act, 
for example, bans smoking 
vehicles from plying the roads, 
the police rarely act on polluters. 

Consultations between 
MENR and the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
reached a stalemate because the 
latter fears losing vital revenue. 
These points of deviation are 
likely to delay the tabling of file 
' draft bill on environment In 
parliament or affect its outcome. 
— Interlink Rural Information 
Service 
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Focus on women in anti-poverty crusade 

rUOUO VM WWIIIVMJ ■ ■ . V becxtremelyimportanl in helping ***** children's « 


Nearly 1 1 million Kenyans lived 
below the absolute poverty line 
by 1992, a workshop on the 
“Dissemination of Stu^y 
Findings on the Situation 6f- . 
Women and Children, ip Four 
AS AL Districts’’, was told. 

At the same time . 30 percent 
of the urban population -was 


rest iLa econo mV, a becxtremelyimportanl in helping 
By Seth Muslal __ ^.eriorating natural resource lo; tackel these inter-relalcd. 
disproportionately represented b*ase»decliping food security and had been 

Stsra? 

^prot« n m ' SKI ofchUdren^ and women. 

- And with respect to the AS AL ' continuing need, to come up with 
ai?S5, Gild saidthepeoplo frying ; special „ 


He said ’tho concept of 
situational i : analysis bad 


security and children's access to 
essential nutrients required for 
healthy growth, providing 
children with basic education and 
' focusing attention onchildrenin 
especially difficult 

circumstances, the workshop 
' heard. 

He assured the workshop that 


F r e !T3SS' .mas, Gito saidfoe people frying ; spetid proves to SSni- the Kenya had already taken amions 

of the “*an populaUo in tfjese aread constituted asp^cial • the econorriic integr^tion of fo . Convention of . bn this front and indeed a 

estimated to be poor whib gjoupin terms' bf high incidence AS AL areas with the rest ofihe Rjohfe 0 f Chih! and that Situation AnalysBonwomen and 

corresponding ofeSnomy. . : ^SariL^h-aitdopted . Childftnwaa published re !*» 

was estimated as He gtress ea that the physical! ■ cspitilbase and create adequate i: declaration on foe sinvlvaii and that, his office was iit Ihe 

emt, . isolation 6f tbes'e conimpnltks: , safetynel^rortinlesqfdrought , - olec j| 0 |,- development- and' / proccwof^paringforafollow- 

officeof the andpoofinfi^tructtiremfian^ ;.ho.?aid. ; , Variation of children.' “ up situational analysis to: bo 

Ministry of ^ : actions' to fte- cartiedbut itt j , . 

National D^elop^pn|, Dr,;i ^ 8u ^ t p growth and- ijltiild-, whaitii e^enqe w?te needed wW, ,, . j f P* - , . urt( j er . ..ij,*: 5ahiG iW: “TlttS analysis will 

V. Gitu. told thapne- K^n*ww B 1to. ’ •' hpwjg 1, ? SSnfe H gwenimetttifo frtke 

^etVoiiciohjdren ■& h 1 tWp r0 y critable chilbhbod ,! stock pfwhqthoabeinhfclueyed 
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K^uJ^bleln crProvince 

With ilie announcement of new . . '^*Tt infrasl mcJure including « ! kn n i. 




With Ilie announcement of new 
constituencies late last month bv 
Justice (Rtd) Zabhaeus Chesoni ’s 
Electoral Commission, surprises 
any, must have been elsewhere 
other than Central Province. 

Except for Nyandarua district, 
most political observers had prior 
intimations that new 
constituencies would be carved ' 
out m Thika, Murang’a and 
Kirinyaga districts ■ Precisely 
because those are the places 
where the Kanu hierarchy felt it 
nad the greatest prospects of 
obtaining parliamentary seats 
come the next elections. __ 

Nothing was expected for MrKamotho 
Nyeri which does not seem to 
have “formidable” Kan.u 
stalwarts of the. type president 
Daniel a rap Moi-seems to want 
to work with these days or 
perhajB there was thcfceling that- 
jhe DP-held district was too 
rimily sewn to be won by Kanu 
- ^yandarua, thehivingoff 
01 Ul Katou constituency from 
the larger Ndaragua seems to 
have come out from the blues 
. and Tor the express interest of 
one person. Committee member 
ttancis Nganaiha. 

Since the ignominious defeat 
of Kanu by the DP in 
neighbouring Kipipiri in a by- 
election in 1995, a defeat which 
created serious repercussions 

nationally, nothing much has 
been heard, politically, from the 

few forobvious masons: Mr Muigal 
few in Kanu want to remember 

STS ‘ rePe "' ° f - h. good feelings 

that may exist for Kanu there 

gmbrag ft Kft nn ,, ° f c ( ? ursc ’ P° ,ilica * spin 

'£ oc '°™ &om within Kanli have 

aside. lhe big 



Mr Kibaki 


Mr Matiba 


Mr Muigal 



only senior Kikuyu £ or «aM* 

fortuitously found his way ,nto Upio„owthou,h ,s 

government, hraugh nominal ion. lotasonSSSS? 

Against this backdrop, it will arising from IhcSfe 
bo. fake crystal ball’s chance of arises from w£ « a?* 

in Central. win„i„ g ry c sc», 

Sensing the heavy odds he a possible Uburu ^mriS 
aces despite his double-speak, politics would be- via the new 
educat ion-Minis ter Kamo tho has Kamwangi Division/Galiimfn 

thatthc hopmg Norlh “"“'tency- where hi* 

a H Sibn fn W h Ma n° ya WOUld be °^ y maj ° r "S wouldfc 

Luh rh f ° r bun - But even dicre die lacklustre Kamuiru Gitemof 

° f ,he DP iH FORD- Asil i. Gitau is one dfdKue 

neighbouring °thaya and FORD- previously obscure politicians 

Asih uiiheresi ofMurang'aniay who rode the Matiba wave” 

no stand him m good stead. His Yet it also appears to he the 
^aamcranysearinrecent . target of another exile returnee, 
^ „ b ?' e u e f tl °. ns m his home Clement Gachanja, whose tenure 




Mr Kanyingi 


Embrace 


queSr-whl^ lhe b ,l 8 raw- go tack . bit7mha 

obviously ore oJdef ' “ nU ’ President, that Kikuyus, whose ^ espite Moi ‘ s oft - 

a?5-a; sssKsas 
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Central Province on, all days 
Christmas Eve. y ' 

But the bad blood beiween 
we president, -Jus men and the 
Kikuyus go back a bit further 
than that. Despite Moi’s oft- 
slated view that since lie became 
the president, he has done a lot 

for them, the Kikuyus to a man 

bel eve otherwise. They recall 
with disbelief that barely a few 


Mr Ndegwa 

aside, (he seeds of the Kikuyu- 


turf, which he had engineered, 
must be a pointer to what may be 
expected, And just because the 
92 euphoria is not there now, 
come electioneering time, it as 
likely, as not will resurface. 

The same goes with the new 
Olkalou and Kerugoya/ Kntus 
constituencies. While the latter 
may have been aimed for the 
formidable In..* Philip Ndegwa, 
« is not certain that the person 
positioned there by Kanu. Mr 
Ngata Kariuki. the Kirinyaga 
Kanu Chairman. -will carry the 
same impact particularly given 

thereccnt hostility shown against 

the government in ihc.Mwca 
episode. 

The. only twinkle in Kami’s 
eye so to speak, could be in 

Itnhinrlii T l _ . . . 


0,0 «eas Qt the Kikuyu- p' , Lr ' nc m •ransius- nigniy popular in' the 

dominated quest for a multi-par tv T u hcrc - ; l,JC new areu.. His political network stiU 

. system did not steip from when hi t North constituency has exists or could be revised easily. 

Kenneth Matib. and ChttZ SS ^ '* «- -'5 l-vr . In his heyday, he was moreor 

Rubia came an the scene but <.»«.« U obvio,ls Jy for the less, like Mzec-’s son and he is 

from ail these retrogressive Kn^iih.P 111 ^ 0568 ° f Kcnyalfa s s,i]1 viewed that way. In such a 

activities n oa Jr.-, .u .. ® u *i, unuru. cnnioat ihnr«r«. M 


Clement Gachanja, whose tenure 
in Nairobi Kanu politics turned 
so arduous he fled to Gatundu. 
His seemingly interminable 
activities in the area indicate he 
is ready to stand there. 

This leaves the old Gatundu 
South where, if Uhuru stands, he 
will definitely have to fight it out 
with his first cousin and former 
area MP, Ngengi Muigai. 
Besides, the fact that this would 
split the Kenyaila family right 
down the middle as inevitable, 
the family feud would tear apart 
Galiinduans like no other. 

For Kanu, it would be 
debatable wisdom to pit the two. 
Ngengi, the older, more 
seasoned, and definitely more 
charismatic of the two cousins, 
remains highly popular in- the 
areu.. His political network stiU 
exists or could be revised easily. 

Trt hie lqon#lnii U.. ..... .. 


r , ‘7 '/res? questions 
because despite sIL the make- 
r”f. ve no* sos by Kami 
nmet mnanea in the province that 
people there- arc now- eager to 
embrace Kanu, . not an iota of 
evidence has been adduced to 

(Imiuirf tL... .. 


support fn UP , J T a ° f the •■riy ’M 

ffiSSiSyss- fflKSlS 5 

Zw JSrfr “ 8 0U1 “ Sit " Char,M 

™“-N.iroZ. g ;Zt c r- s v &Mnm t 

has K been ofK^ cfli t tofalaigoi ’ un,ber 

> “ thHl 1im **“ insl 'he Moi ttrittritS™ ° f !^“y u il “» id em” academics 

JJfi 'T ‘°, p * ^™ 8 lhe h 5 i "®ta. JMlilicnily" followed 

confide, of jostigatcdethnicclastasof I 99 I. ^.^"““““‘Mwakeiva affair 
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Nation and the civil security 
services which were at the beck 
and call of Nj on jo, Moi did not 
hesitate to use Njonjo to wipe out 
most-of the top'- Kikuyu cadre in 
government and government- 
associated businesses before 
■hounding out “Sir" Charles 
himself. 


tj , . viiunes 

Kubia came on the scene but 
rrom all these retrogressive 

activities against the community. 

Because of their numerical 
. J?- 'heirfipiriied entrepreneurial 

drive, and their strategic place in 
ilie economic and political affairs 
■of this country, the -Kikuyus 
remain a decisive force that no 
one can ignore. 

Yet these systematic policies 
against them have- seen a huge' 
section of them become more 
impoverished, lh e j r 


Because of- the profound 
reverence the people orGatundu 
have for-lhc late Mzee (their first 
MP) and his widow, Mama 
Ngina, Kanu strategists believe 
that despite the overwhelming 
disdain the Gatundu pcoplelinvc 
for Kanu, they will vote for Uhuru 
out of respect for Mzee. Sources 

from Gatundu indicate that this 
is a big possibility for tho area 


— — ■ □ mu aim nw. u 

still viewed that way. In such a 
contest, therefore, it will be two 
Kenyan a sons vying for the same 
seal on different parties. 

The prospect of Uhuru then 
vying on a Kanu scat and wining 
against opposition’s Ngengi in a 
stoutly opposition- area are not 
too bright. 

For Kanu to win in Central 
Province then, it may require the 
services and wizardly of a 
magicians to turn the formidable 
tables. 


Mwakenvij! qffp[ r 

- J!* f'Shtof a large number 
ofKUuiyu:'di„ideni"academics 

a nd other professionals followed 
by the notorious Mwfilr m«ro a nv,.'_ . 
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Bill on social 
security coming, 
says Masinde 


A bill has been prepared to 
provide for the creation of r 
retirement benefits regulatory 
authority. The authority is 
expected to become an umbrella 
regulatory framework for 
monitoring the operations, range 
and quality of the bene fits offered 
by the myriad bf social security 
institutions in thecountry.Labour 

and Manpower Development 
Minister Philip Masinde told an 
inier-rcgional training seminar 
on “Social Security Statistics for 
Actuarial and Financial 

Management" at a Nairobi hotel. 

The minister admitted that 
lack of such an umbrella authority 
had exposed social security 
institutions tooperate in isolation 
of each other, hence vital data 
ihat could be of immense -value 
collectively was either 
unavailable or was -maintained 
separately andoften haphazardly. 

He told' the 39 participants 
drawn from 18 countries in 
English-speaking Africa, Asia, 
the Pacific and the Caribbean, 
that the developing countries 
were still largely the- periphery 
of the information super 
highway, yet. they could not 
expect to manage social security 
institutions without the necessary 
skills and technology to capture, 
process and analyze-the massive 
■data which is usually associated 
with social security. 

The seminar was told that 
Kenya had both public and 
private -social security-oriented 
organizations. These include the 
civil service pension scheme, 
local authorities superannuation 


By Seth Muslsl 


and provident -funds. Armed 
Forces Pension Scheme, National 
Hospital. Insurance Fund and 
workmea’s compensation 

scheme. 

The chairman of the national 
organizing committee, Mr 
Samwel Muindi, said that social 
security schemes were required 
by statutes establishing them to 
be valued by an actuary at 
prescribed intervals, a 
requirement similar to the 
obligation to have annual audits 
of accounts. 

Mr Muindi, who. is also the 
managing trustee of the National 
Social Security Fund (NSSF), 
explained that while accounting 
audits were common to- most 
organizations and their necessity 

and purpose generally 
understood and appreciated, 
periodic actuarial -valuations of 
social security schemes were 
frequently regarded as esoteric. 

This uncertainty occurred in 
part because the public was less 
familiar with actuarial valuations 
than with account audits 

The seminar, expected to end 
on October 1 8, was the first of its 
kind in Kenya and Africa as a 
whole on actuarial valuations. It 
tackled statistical techniques, 
social- security statistics 
necessary for the preparations of - 
tables and series usedin actuarial 
valuations, as well as 
demographic, financial and 
actuarial methods. 



The managing trustee of NSSF, Mr Samuel Muindi addresses the conference participants. 


NCCK to present ‘97/98 
budget policy proposals 


Oxfam to spend Sh 50m 
in drought-hit Wajir 


By a correspondent 

The National Council of 
Churches of Kenya (NCCK) will 
present to the government policy 
proposals which it hopes will 
have a serious bearing on the 
1997/98 national annual budget. 

And to- make sure that the 
proposals are reasonably 
comprehensive and far-reaching, 
the NCCK has scheduled a four- 
day workshop" at- the Limuru 
Conference and Training Centre: 

The workshop which takes 
place from 4th-8th November, 
this year, aims at enhancing the 
knowledge and understanding by 
the participants of national 
economic issues, Grace Ibutu, 
Economic Secretary of the 
NCCK Advocacy Unit, told this 
reporter. 

She said the -workshop will 
address a numberof issues which 
will include national politico- 


economic environment within 
which policies are framed; 
national economic issues with 
regard to corruption, resources 
mismanagement and 

accountability; the role of various 
civil society bodies in influencing 
politico-economic policy 

environment. 

Ibutu also said the participants 
will get to know ami understand 
wlial ‘Structural Adjustment 
policies' (SAPS) actually mean, 
their role and impact. The 
workshop will highlight on the 
role of the government in a 
liberalized economy, the source 
of high taxation and how this 
affected the standard of living. 

Resource persons have been 
invited from local universities as 
well-as NCCK itself. Ibutu said 
the participants will include 
women- representatives, youth 
leaders and church leaders from 
all the nine regions ofthc council 
in the country. 


By a correspondent 

The British govern me nl Inis set 
aside Sh 50 million this year to 
support a drou gin relief project 
through Oxfnni, a relief an^L 
development NGO. 

The project will help 311,000 
vulnerable jwople in South Wajir, 
which is lacing worsening 
drought conditions due to the 
failure of the long mins and 
following two years or 
inadequate rainfall. 

Hunger is evident among 
members of the pnstoralisi 
community and there is the threat 
of severe malnutrition or 
starvation. 

The British government, 
through the ODA, have 
responded by agreeing to fund 
nn emergency relief project 
which -involves the buying and 
distribution of general rations to 
30,000 settled mid pastoral 


people. This supplementary 
feeding programme aims to 
prevent loss of life and improve 
health until the short rains arrive 
mid conditions improve. 

This Dxtain project has two 
other objectives. One is to assist 
the water detriment to maintain 
Nirelvrii-s ill the urea by ensuring 
that no pumping equipment 
remained broken for mine Ilian 
24 hours. 

The second is to work with 
the District Social Dimensions 
of Development Comniillees to 
monitor nutritional levels 
amongst the pusiuralist 
communities. If tho short rains 
fail. Wajir will probably require 
major food assistance und the 
information gained from the 
nutritional surveys will be 
important for government and 
donors to ensure food is properly 
targeted. 


Lottery craze sweeps across Africa 

_ ^ mnnthiunou in ihpcemonu. Limited. Africa. 


Today, most socio-economicstatistics J — . 

■are grim and poverty is expected to /n the.wake qf a unipolar world order 

increase. This is a dubious reputation driven more by-market forces than 

that in our times applies- only to Africa. noble nheties, a new industry that is 
Yet, Africa is “also a continent on ' « controversial as it is atfdicliw has 

lhe. march, full of promise,’! argues the gripped many African countries 

United Nations Special Initiative on making it a key topic for discussion, 
Africa that envisages the expenditure writes Robert N. Kid to. 

of .US$25 billion on developments on 1 7 ■ , • . .. ~ 

the continentin the hext ten years. of new ones where none existed before 

This new optimism derives from M in" Uganda. ......... 

antong other- things, "the Through monopolist* legislation, 

irftplementationof stnuitoal adjustment many Africart countries established 

programmes and economic reform national lotteries to raise govemment 
measures' to correct fundamental' * , revenue; Today th^ industry has.noi. , 

arvinnMi'fk ! 1 i « Unon /inutiarl In TtnVfltft 


their entire monthly pay in these rooms. 

■ • But the end of the Cold War, the 
disintegration of the Soviet Empire, the 

collapse bf ideological , competition 
between communism and'-capitalism, 
and lhe subsequent emergency of a 
unipolar' world order driven- almost 
entirely by market forces caught Africa 
off-guard. 

Market forces includ& l ‘docuniented 
demand" for which investor* then 
establish needfat enterprises: ^ They hIbo 


Limited. 

Premier Lottery Limited- began 
about six months ago and offers 
“double-chance" lolteriea in regular, 
series. Orie lottery ticket costs Uganda 
shilling 1000 (one US dollar) and on 
scratching, it allows a lucky buyer or 
'holder to- instantly win « h^nd new 
saloon car,, pick-up or a cash prize 
ranging from UgSh 1000. to .Sh 
50,000,000 (USS 50,000) which is the 
jaokpotor top prize. 

Wlieiher orie wins or not at lhe, 


Through iportopo^uc i^^aiKiii, foj to • Whether orie wins or not at lhe 

many Afncari - counhies bveta Superfluous enterprise* . S cralching, thO ticket * included in 

14 incite ebiisTmiS.- ' : mb^tart-superdrnwVfptlhajac^ot ■ 


economic imbalances and support 
private sector development’’ in mapy 
countries in the last ten years or so. : 

But- either as. a consequence, 
coincidence or both f with privatization ' \ 
and economic globUisatipir, a new • 
industry has sprung up perosa Africa. ,"v-: 
Some call it the "new fangled ajid, ; : ;J 
controversial craze.-" • 

Scralch-for-casji and similar lottery- ; , ;i 
games that could- turn winhers- irito J 
instant milHoni^e^il^ilieine^CTB#;-^ 

wa y«ty highLqjltofile tiporaddri in Mj&rii; 

Por-.cririca;i^ 

, juries qc^ .Cjifrcf note 

that t^ere is alsoa phenomerial growth-.; 


only -been opened to private investors, 
but the formerly loW-key Rational 
lotteries have been hyjted lajive thenj 


investors seiup 

to incite consumption.- - ‘ subsequent* superdr^w ’fprlliejflclq^t . 

The second category-ofenterjirises, and . Other smaller prizes Ihe j mclnae . 

dif whioh gambling is ope, are usual.Ly ' motor-cycles, biqyples. islevisron ..and 

Louerv & CT c»ed 



fr^ number, of casiho^, af 

- iN##gjMt lib 


aiqlljil, AS ja n- ; 

!tordf t}w tottery- itf,;!-. 




Africa." 

The lotteries encouraged crimes and 
laziness, said ihebishops.inaresolution 
at ilie- end of their 13th Provincial 
Assembly on August 20. 

’ Prior : to the bishops' concern, a 
number of the country’s Members of 
Parliamentin the new legislature called 
for drastic control of the scratch-for 
cash games; saying ipany people in the 
villages had- abandoned productive 
labour to devote their energies to the 
lotteries.. 

The legislator*, in particular want 
lhe establishment or an age limit to 
gambling and c&ll on the government to 
charge a more; appropriate I a *- 

ungodly, operation 

Elsewhere, the church is yet to come 
■ oilt, wjthj a diar. Ond well-reasoned or 
. Lhcojogkel s lurid pglainst ganiblingv ln : 
Ghana. i tibwev^r. likc iri Zaire, 
Itidividl^cWfgy^COnt^edcitizcns ; 

' have , spoken out .again^l- 'yhat. °nC 
j :ahanaion^niye<»ity'-*>9t; Uif Rev Di ! 

' :B; Y.: hngodly . 

: oferatfoji ihi^^dlsfracte otlerituj.n from r. 
- fairtiiylbdre;: fas f 

pfeople- I'obk’td ciitiiide hpic . 

r .1 T-..J.-I A.HlkrllU tthAflo-ri ■ 
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Five earth sheltered mr-cfficicnt 
homes are being built in tlic 
. bowels of The earn, ntHockorton, 
Britain’s first subterranean 
hamlet. Elcciiicity for thediree- 
bed monied dctaclicd houses is 
to l*e generated by a wind turbine; 
fiolar panels are also being used 
• to provide power for heating and 
lighting while water collected on 
site is to be used to oncournee 
wildlife. 

Sewage for each household 
« being purified by special 
lavatories which automatically 
turn it in toconTjwst. Tlie partially 

buried houses will have one 
south-facing triple-glazed glass 
wall providing natural light and 
heat. 

Installation for the dwellings 
comes from thesummuding earth 
which will a Iso provide drought- 
free interiors. Less wasteful of 
energy than the average home 
the cco- houses will «J 5l) 
discharge much lower emissions 
of carbon-dioxide. 

The greeiir living ham lei, 
which is expected to - be 
completed in a year, has been 
designed by husband -and- wife 
architects Robert and Brenda 
Vale and will be run as a 
cooperative with each family 
contributing 16 hours a week to 
maintaining the site. 


diabetics con be controlled by 
diet. and oral hypoglycaemic 
drugxof the sulphonyl ureas -and i 
higuuuides groups. Insulin by 
mouth would benefit late-onset 
and new sufferers. 

Cortccs's -successful phase 
one trial involved pigs which 
have a similar- metabolism to 
humans; Phase Two, which is 
currently ongoing, is a human j 
study with six- voiunteeers 
participating in a placebo- 
controlled cross-over analysis. 

Tjte fasting -h ea ]|fty |m mai] 


WORM) ( )|. 
S( ll-;\( |.; 


volunteers arejtosed with an oral 
insulin formation via a tube into 
the small intestine. 

If these experiments are 
successful subsequent (rials 
using tablets, will be undertaken 
with ins ulin-dejK’ndent diabetics. 
The incidence of diabeteshas i 

tripled tliroughout the world since I 
the mid- 1980s. It is estimated! 1 
mere arc now 100 million 
sufferers worldwide. ■ 


MerciiantsendangrE 
Kakamega forest 

Katamega forest is in danger of masaive 

depletion. Coverino smnp 98 i oo By a COITeSDonrfom «■ 
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... . — owna inrough, various 
illegal activiUes. according to the District Forest 

■ Mukifa - Timbff extraction - 
L T n8 flnd me « al hum * n 
l“f«.'" one ,h£ activities 

According to-Mukira. the timber harvested 
I from the forest is used for pirsaw miffing and 
uUding posts. Charcoal burning is mainly an 


ming (the shamba system) made it difficult to staf fshoiiag e we have," DC fob®,* 

a the tree seedlinsg blanted. "TW™.; r Presently, local. * rn r"9 


8hmba sy8tem) made il difficult to 
tend the free seedlings planted. "Destruclioirof 

J* WCCds rodenls increased, 
lea*ng to high maintenance costs,” he said. 

When the shamba system was operational, 
locals were allowed to erect some shelters and 
Mmefarming in the forest while also tendingthe 

p ? aknmega Districl Commissioner, Mr .. Rpd - * *««»'«■ wa kw* w 
Peter Rabura says the early retirement scheme „ , d “ dm 8 re-afforestatipn, Nfiu 
under (he World Bank sponsored Structural CreatC 8Qod nei 8houriinessbelw«flbi 

Adjustment Programmes (SAPsl hno ■«•»**—* ^ 

ujii:3 *vuiiDin, accneno and Mukhuro compounded the forest’s nmldn™ v 

the deforestation problem g§ tH Namblra Sflys: “ We •» The local communities benefit*. 

The 1994-96 National Development Plan "f * help 00,111581 foreslKW S, whichts^ 

.states that as at December-1999 ? forcsL Indeed, we [orest, -has builf two clasromis Si 

area under forestry P Iamations‘' , ii h KMy1 w« ^ apprehend all the wrongdoers" ^ n ; re ^rthSh80,OOOfbrBukhay 5 fo 

159.000ha. "I and c . . ya . was Schonl 10 the 19955/96 ,L\I 

Arming pu rmi > 


=-* V 1 ?" foresl ’ thanh.^iu 

f S D ^ rventi « 1 ' ShBra&iJ 

The NCR system has been qui^n** 
uwd m Mont, Transmara and KwS 
Besides -aiding re-afforestatipo, Nfio 
create good neighouriiness behw«bj 

the foresl They would particMu 

afforestation,” Mukira observes. ^ 


Cordless 
office of 
the future 

In anew city workplace IIil staff 
are nomadic, the office desks 

penx-sh aped and uiinmmuVnti,)ji 

is by mobile phones and 

iiiiiitalurised battery-powered PC 

noleljooks. The cordless office 
°f i ie fimin- has no paper nnr a 
cable in sight. 

With electronic lei hiiolnry 
comes new terminology. The 
workplnce is. an office of 
tan rorary residence with 
common amenities for all to 
share. Thedesks, devoid of every 
personal belonging because they 
are available to anyone who 
warns to use them, are known as 
pccr-tu-peer meeting puls." 

‘‘lay-bys'* to rc « 

notebook PCs oi lalk by mohile 
phone. Thccent nil "Tech nibank" -■“i-tauwci ucuiniei 
beams radio ^ yes and inf, Jrc d . 

- facilitating video CailCOr 

conferencing - lo jhe PCs which , A no t»gf!er than a 

lirP (\Mlinenfl lux ■ ... ■■ f l. ■! i I'.tli .3 i . « 


. 3D View of 
stuttering 

Stuttering- nnd other speech 
impediments are being treated 
wiihn high-tech hclinctthatgives 
a (three dimensions) view. of 
inovemenm of (lie -tongue. The 
hi'lincl use.; sensors pttached to 
the imigin', lips nn'd j'aw to 
produce cuinpuier images of 
every move made during the 
f> >nnjiig of words. Researchers 
s;, .v this should allow them to 
explain whm uiHkes speech sound 
iiorfnnl or abnormal. - LSP - 

Coll Destruction 

Hx|>eriincnls have shown that 
low-cost aspirin both inhibited 
Uie growth of large bowel tumour 
cells and caused some of them to 
self-destruction. It was found to 
be nius l effect ive at indue ing cell 
suicide in the more advanced 
maligimnl tumours. 

It might tie jiossiblc to use 
aspirin to develop a new class of 
anti -cancer treatments. 


ure [towered b>' two smalt alkaline 
or iiickeJtcadium bniterics. ‘ 

. ^ovaloped in collaboration 
with Hewlett Packard and 
Ericsson the Workplace provides 
greater stair flexibility, speeds 
up business andreduces overhead 
costs.. 

Ihe cordless technologies 
include the digitalization of 
phones which allow PffXs to 
have extensions widiuut wiring; 
cablesless local area networks 
within offices such as AT&T’s 
Wavelan and Olivetti’s LAN 
Net3 system enabling PCs to 
communicate. . 


i .. , — --fee*- 1 uinii n 

IiMUseliold toaster and costine a 
tenth of the price of a 
conventional laser has cured up 
to 95 per cent of skiu cancers i,i 
recent U?sls. The 45-minutc 
treatment is the result of more 
than five years photodynamic 
therapy research. 

The lamp emits an arc of 

concentrated light (hat is 

, inuiHcd ihiough a scries of 
kmses before a Hexiblc guide 
directs it to cam erous skin pre- 
sented with 0 photosensitive 
nnig. Doctors are now planning 
tests on other cancers. 

Medical Worries? 

I’alienls in a doctor's waiting 
raoot will soon bo questioning a 
. -computer about their medical 
problems, London's Julia 
Schofield Consultants has 


l so mnu F ,n M nya was 

I59,000ha Land area under forest plantations 

has since \dechned by about 20 per cent per 
I annum and no major improvements arc expected 
'Widun the Plan period mainly due fo the 
opportunity cost of competing land uses.” says 
an entiy in the publication. V 

rmT Cl,cd indigcnoi,s forcsls flre losing 
p’00° ha cver y yw. adds (he Kenya National 
Environment Action Plan (NEAP) while 
industrial and tree plantations have declined 

According 1 ° the warden in-charge of 
Kakamega National Reserve, Mr David Muthui 
” hl * ^95 Annual Report. 146 persons were 
arrested and arraigned- in conn for various 

l ° f °^ Sl desIruclion i ||C urring 
h 50,000 m fines. More arrests would have 
teen made if transport was avadable, the report 

According to Mukira. the cost of re- 
a l foresting one ha is over Sh 10,000 A re- 
afforestation programme, would entail bush 
clearing, planting and weeding. Slashing and 

yea^ 8 ^ 8 ° conlijluo,,sl y for four 

Medlclng 

But even as Kaknmcga forest id destroyed, 

l^ nya /°f eSliy MflSler Plfl » 1995-2020 
recommends that all g Hzetled f ores , 

resenred and only be allocated for “regulated 


School in the 1995/96 financial yes.ti 


"One possible solution to counter this 

mirodurtaoflW been folded f’° U " 1 “ d 

systems. Here, local residents' -livina near ihl funded forhec nurseryaclbities j )■ 

forests would be allocate^tnS lit ‘ " ,heSC “ 

Dlirooses.” L - » «nung 
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E" Sfl y s in his Proposal to IhS 
Kakamega District development Committee 

t ^ * S - sysle,n ’ fanncrs will cultivate the 

and whde hvtng at their homes. As they prepare 


towards creating local awareness in ki 
.conserve the foresl. .The people hmi 
feducalctj and be shown tangible benefwL' 
from, the forests as a resource if they m* 
conservation and re-afforestation". 


wU ! n MsMaiy Mnorntx, amodwroftn^ | 
food crop,. J3K22* "Trh ^oidlayw.PrimirrySchooliiilljnBrf-I j 
trees al rt na-:H« ,i.„ I K_ P J W UlCl ™ tcnd lhe ^veloi)mentprDjects.“Wedonolhave^i 


. • - ‘ — "uum uian icna tne 

foe cVno“y‘ f00d Cnlps Unlil ^ 

idea has been well received by 
Ideal residents. “There's an urgent need- for 


Cooker for 

' 1 Rdf-nien T .1^1 I ■ m 


here and if the forest can bo our factory, d 
be very happy," She hopes KWS issrJ 
them will continue. Her aspirations ad 
by local inhabitants. —An BUS Fate 


Jo ^ 52" d US1 ? 8 ,he rvKlcBB cooker a year 

1 rf ? Uy coakm B Sas every month. Now 
I buy it after three montha, ,> Bays Beatrice Ichenihi 
a trainer in a recent seminar organised to equip 
women with skills on making the fireless cooker 5 


Firtrless cooker is an innovative appi 4 
cooking which is giving the Kenyan- 
reason to smile, - Friendly to the pa 
environment, mintfful of safety in the & 
complementary to lime management P 
multiple role player, the easily afford? 
cooker is a boon to womenfolk, flJ 
correspondent says so. 
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^ epical rain forest threatened by timber merchants. 


-pocket’ women 



irSSSSS. sisgps „ 

subsSen J" ° f ■**" biodlvereit y wd providing purse in tiiis day when foeMsacJd kblder ^. ,he depending on the typeof food, isquicklyoJ 
^ m<unl y to locals. It is a boon in te™ of y COmm ° d,,y - ^ihefireandptaintolhefirelertC^J 

nnimak nn H h ? m f to Vflrious indigenous Jtome safety and a positive stun and coVered with the cooker's lid where llcortstf 

onl!nf»« S fm!f P 8,1 r^* ' h - B ^ ores ^°ff er ^ recreational Of energ/co nS er^ Q n fl nH P ^ 

?S! PP “ t,mber and meditinal plants, protection. rvntl o n and environmental Extremely useful for foods that 

□four get most A covered polof food ihai ho u_u time tocooksuch. as dry beans, in aizc,nK# 

Sfe mIv hCrbS ?*? * e fores! M lhi « i» to the boil Jfcft J? ^ bf °“ ght “* ( matu mbb), the insulated M 

toe oply. area one can find indigenous trees, " t~ ^ SWimer for time. numeroita benefits. 

saj/s Evans Ingosi, a farmer fiom the foWs 

^ "Medicine people 
he adik 0 ™ 8 ° VCr Kcnya in search oi’hwS” 

The forest is a source of livelihood not hist 

and^ft 0 vIn° fWe8temPrOVince ’ 13111 Ny^za 
Md Rift Valley as well; It acta as a great 

Rainmaker ensuring the people in the region 

eqjoy ample rainfall for agriculture. The forest 

barboure the Kakamega NationalReserve which 

( 'nfited. Sfa, V 
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"Hie firelcss cooker has even been referred to 
M the woman’s “maid” (house-help) because 
jne working mother can now go to work and 
leavethemeal cooking. At mealtime, thecliildren 
can serve. themselves without the risk of fire 
related accidents. 

The woman can also leave her food cooking 
ana-go to the shop or run other errands with no 
“Mger of fire outbreaks,- so common in our 
pawling urban slums, where majority of the 
low-income earners live. 

^ iraless c 00 ^ also saves many a woman 
me time and energy spent relighting a fire to heat 
OM, for a spouse who has come in Idle, because 
it alfo works as-a food wanner. 

b ec «»il 0 *^ a8ht i nore frienciUness in the home 
o«ause of reduced complaints of late meals and : 
“"^tetter organisation which helps the woman, 
b^memorerelaxed,’ "notes the co-ordinator, a 
tSJS! < S n>je0t mana 8 er of toe German 

^^ST raU0n (GT ?) aP 001 ® 1 PtoM 

!bo Gcrmfl n government. 

Eillen Pip S ° f Pl V Ses *****- According to 
rrainer for toe last two yetis, 

bathht CSS C00kcr can 8ave time-sppnt heating 
1 previiLT'^- 111 * e S?™*” 8 by '^tog so the 

Itcwrt^ l j n8!,8, i^ ep8hottor up 1Q h°ura. 
the used to provide a hot meal for 

teh0pl teacher pf during a 
rcmoveS bfoone would know, uritU.you 
■ rS &« ,0 °dda Etemesi. 
clowiiD during (he official- 

IW- 0IB «» Ml Niirpbi. D, Omsfoie* 


relevance in pastoral areas where firewood for 
fuel is scarce and looking for it, a time consuming 
activity for women. 

The fireless cooker can be made using any 
avail able basket. One may be guided by the size 
Of one’s cooking pot aqd the situation it is to 
cater for. Insulating material, polytheito paper 
and -cotton material are the other basic 
requirements. , 

Suitable also for catering for large gatherings 
- like weddings, funds raising activities and the 
smaller “merry-go-rourids,"- women's monthly 
group meetings popular-in Kenya, the fireless 
cooker can be used with metal saucepans as well 
as olaycooking pots. However, one would need 
to allow the clay pot which' gets red-hot on the 
fire to cool a little lest it bthn 

To cook beans or “githeri”(malze i ^nd beans 
meal) soak the beans for at least eight Ijours or • 
overnight, cover the booking pot and bpng the 
‘ food to the boil. Allow it to simmer fbr.half an , 
hour ami then quickly transfer th^ pot fiom the ' • 
fire to the fireless cooker. Cover Ihecooker with ; 

'■ its lHandleave to continue cooking. Aftar)hree 
: hours it should be ready. I 

■ ■ . ' ,V 

For nce, foe gpideUnd is to let it simpler fqr j 
two mliiutes and toenicontinua cooking in the 
fireless cobkerfor half-afi-hoMr ; / i -.l-fii 

Meat sfojvsnsed 10 to 20 minute townmer/ 
anti one-apd-a^Wf hbUr^iq theXjreleB,took« : ; 
w^abandnas.pptatbbsandb^ava take afeoqt ; j ’ 
i 10 minnuy to simrijer, aj^ hklf^-hoT^ fo'toe' K 
cooker.- \X,- K:, •• 

* 'Subunit wiki YkflleVunn iCri/ttr Jin 


Kenya a country where 
organised sin thrives 


By Ndlrangu Wachlrt 


Ihm forced to common! on the 
recent forcedevictions at Mukuru 
Kwa Njenga slums of Nairobi. nu . . 

More than 600 families were left Chnst 10 givc them eyes so that 
homcless.by a gang of a well- ® ey can see to e ' r nakedness. 

I organised uniformed Kenyans we ,aUc a * ains « land 

led by noneother than provincial grabb, ng and forcedevictions we 
administrator Francis Lckolol. mUSt 8peak with 8Uth ority 
This happened in a country 
that boasts of Christian leaders 


' who are supposed to uphold the 
.moral and social ethics of Jesus 
Christ. V 

The good ncta of Jesus Christ 
must address the Bondage of sin. 
poverty, forced . eviction's, 
economic injustice, freedom 

bom structural evil. Jcigs defined •»«“ Harmonious 

his ministry as liberation of those J® lal Unship amo ng all Kenyans, 
in bondage. \ when justice was not seen to be 

This is the same Chri^ who done . a,aM g God’s peoiile of 


speak with authority 
because behind them there is 
whole demonic power of greed. 

The forced eviction at 
Mukunt stopped only aftera High 
Court judge intervened. M ay God 
bless him as that was justice done. 

Justice should not be n 
privilege for a few well-to-do 
Kenyans. It should bring 
equitable and harmonious 


Israel, Gnd sent prophets who 
blatantly denounced il. 

Land grabbing 

Amos pul it like this: “they 
sell the righteous for silver, mid 
the needy for a pair uf shoes’’ 
(Amos 2:6). Brihery was the 
order of the day and just judges 
who spoke the truth were 
despised (Amos 5:10.12). 


on their backs, it is total madness. 
Within a minute, carrots, 
tomatoes, cabbages and .other 
wares arc scattered all over. 

You cannot help meditating 
on ihecodc that protects personal 
property and whether it includes 
tomatoes worth less than Sh 100 
or it applies only to those 
properties worth millions of 
shillings.- 

Imaginc this scene. One 
morning a mother of five left her 

home in Komgocho to sell her 
wnrej near the Bus Station. As 
usual the city askarin started 
chasing away the hawkers. 

The mother ran, r.ut kno wing 
that this would be Ur last rU n. 
She was knocked down by a fast 
moving malntu and died. Her 
body was taken to the City 
Mortuary. 

As tlic case with many other 
hawkers, she hrul no 
identification card. The children 
wailed for her that night with no 
avail. The second day, the first 
bom decided to salvage for the 
rest of her brothers and sisters. 
The neighbours noticed the 


absence of the mother a week 


I .must do the same to those down 
trodden Kenyans forced to be 
homeless. Good news must be 
backed by the integrity of our 
lives. We cannot clamTChrisi's 
love if our hearts cannot respond 
to those who are hungry, those 
who are crying because of loss of 
p/operly at the hands of other 
Kenyans in this sn-callud peace 
loving country-. 

First mid foremost ive have to 
bo saved from oor own greed. 

Behind every problum there is n 
whole fundamental issue of 
spiritual reality. 

There must be something that 
motivates us to act the way we 
do. To ] he phi lasopher this could 
be the-conscicnce. To the 
economist there is Fhe “invisible 
hand" which guarantees the good 
of. each And everybody who 
pursues his owa self-interest. 

To us Cliristians, conscience 
has to do with God. The “invisible 
hand" is none other titan God's 
hind. So if this is the guiding 
factor in our every action and 
especially those of us -who 
confess Christ as-their personal 
saviour, then we have to search 
our conscience When evictions 
such as witnessed at Mukuru take 
placeunderour noses. When we 
examine the political, social and 
‘economic realities we are not 
just dealing with faots and figures 

.but with. principalities and „ _ 

powttd Homeless and dedtltnto m itaanfs lahumaidly to man. 

We have to harmonise ' 

Romans 12 arid Ephesians 6 and We see even higher levels of 
we cannot be i n different as Jesus injustice in Kenya today than 
addressed these issues during his during those days of prophet 
day, . ■ Amos..The high level of official 

rr__i, 1 f ... 1 . K ■ .3 ■ :u_; , a 



Evil can; Incarnate itself in 
any of political, economic or 
social structures as organised sin. 
jvThere is fore e/pa we r behind' 
every structure and behind every 
just- or evil structure there is a 
I ; power or a principality with good 
or evil. 1 . 

Paul says that y/e must wagd 
-wpr against these principalities 


[aler. They contacted relatives 
who looked for this woman 
everywhere, finally locating her 
body at the City Mortuary,; 

' Piye more Kenyans have 
since joined the streets d street 
children, prphtmed in the name 
of forcing hawkers out of the 
street. -Tnia,. streets sfrauid-be 
clean, but this has - to be done 


corruption, bribery, land 
grabbing, unworthy labour 
returns and abused labour laws 
by Asians, gurus of thc L Kepyan 
business community. . 

. These ovils should be attacked uw ., uu , „n*.., u « WDe 

1 for God U our vindicator.. By • decently and with human dignity, 
doing this; we are rendering our No wonder Jerejniah said “You 

aervjgea fo our creildr .who font shedding innocent blood arid 

r -wpi agaiUDt wr«W |«*iiwi|W 4 «ue» called us to be like hi$ sop Jesus ■■ practising oppression ; and 

ahd ffowiOT, We hive -to. attack ; Clubi Fear -Is, >ihr.jtiBt, like violence." • • 

)sIirfton\ its root and.*!- evety * adultery or npmler, j ! ■ 1 ■ , - • i This ■; calls ■ .for : solf- 

^^-CMtes jostlce, w«nint«ibnimdhft^had 

I llw UnfbuVB '(Ant* nFlhlui.ha«k». 
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Clergyman examines 

church shortcomings 

Most, if not all, African independent or 1 — 


Most, if not all , African independent or 
indigenous churches have incorporated 
indigenous cultural traditions into their 
worship and other socio-religious 
• ceremonies. On the other hand, the new 
charismatic Cliristian-movementsliave 
lively but equally long worship services. 
But their Bible .readings and Bermons 
are shorter. 

The sermons are, however, 
particularly more powerfully eloquent 
in praising the Lord than relating the 
Gospel to the non spiritual day-to-day 
problems of the followers. 

' “Nevertheless, some of what appear 
to bo pluses may be enough to lure a 
number of baptised Christians within 
the historical churches to the new 
groups," admits the Rt Rev Dr Paul 
Kofi Fynn, president of the Lutheran 
Church in Ghana. 

But if the mainline churches were to 
cany out a genuine and critical self- 
analysis they - would stem “this 
undesirable flow,"he contends. Headd $: 
“Mainline churches have an edge over 
all others,” 

Dr Fynn appreciates Che new effort 
of “other churches" 10 win more souls 
for Jesus. -This would go a long- way in 
establishing "God’s Kingdom on earth 
where peace, caring. love, unity, 
reconciliation, and dignity for all human 
beings is the norm rather than the 
exception." 

His concern, however, is that their 
gospel is based purely on biblical truth 
which they take as given. The 
knowledge and changed historical, 
Bocial and cultural circumstances of 
later-day .generations is assumed to be 
irrelevant. . 

The exclusive concern of the 
charismatic groups in .particular is 
spiritual .salvation, sometimes making 
doctrines out of single verses. 

For the social, political and economic 
situation of the human being, eliis has 
inevitably been predetermined by God 
and. only Jesus con change it, perhaps 
miraculously. Not surprisingly', 
dictatorial .regimes and authoritarian 
local administration officials find the 


A lot of 11 post U ve attractions" that are 
said to lure youth and othpr fait hful 
Jrommainline, traditional 'or- historical 
churches to new charismatic religious 
groups on the one hand and to 
independent or indigenous churches 

new groups and some indigenous 
churches a relief to deni with. 

Hence in Kenya for instance, the 
National Counci 1 of Churches of Kenya 
(NCCK) finally s^lit into two in 1995, 
with a breakaway group forming the 
Regional Fellowship of Churches of 
Kenya (RFCK). 

The RFCK is more pentecosial, 
evangelistic or charismatic in 
membership and orientation. It seeks, it 
would appear, to distance itself from 
the more wortd.Iy social,- political and 
economic concerns that affect Christians . 
. and non Christians-alike. 

Dominated by mainline churches, 
the NCCK on the other hand continues 
not only to be concerned with 
evangelization -and the spiritual needs 
of the people, but also with 'the social 
economic and political issues of the day 
** s they affect the populace. 
"Spiritualization and ' ‘engagement in 
society’ is the full mission of the 
church," NCCK argues. 

Fundame ntal Issues 

In a recent move, the RFGK has 
vowed to disrupt NCCK peace and 
reconciliation seminars. Initiated in 
areas- worst hit fey tribal clashes at the 
hei ght of the clamour for mu ltiparty ism 
in the early 1990s, President. -Moi has 
termed the seminars as "subversive 
activities." 

On spiritual matters, however, 
charges Dr Fynn, mainline churches 
have failed, (a explain in a clear 
penetrating and 'easily discernible 
language of fashion some fundamental 
teligious doctrines and issues. These 
include such matlcrs'as trinity, the Holy 
Spirit and others. 


on the other, continue to be debated. 
The Rev Dr Paul Kofi Fynn, president 
of the Lutheran Church in Ghana 
discusses some Shortcomings of both 
the new groups and historical 
churches with Robert N. Klzito. 

Often these have been explained 
away simply as mysteries because 
"lucky are those wiio believe without 
seeing." The insistenceon the "mystery 
of speaking in tongues and on m iracles” 
on the part of charismatics has been 
equally harmful. 

But today, people are more educated 
and learned in modern disciplines that 
have made them more inquisitive, says 
Dr Fynn. They will therefore go to 
group? that either put less. emphasis on 
such fundamental issues or provide 
answers to these- mysteries- however 
superfious. 

One of the major faults of mainline 
churches is eliticism of church leaders 
and institutions. This contradicts the- 
brotherhood prescribed in the scriptures^ 
There are now "inner circles".and at the 
same time "strangers” within 
congregations instead of fellowship, 
says Dr Fynn. 

Some elites have reserved seats on 
the pews irrespective of their apparent 
conduct. When- elites want -to baptize 
their children or are in need of funeral 
services, no "embarrassing questions" 
are .asked, he adds. "These are reserved 
for the more lowly.” ■ . - 

In the independent churches as weir 
as charismatic - movements, real 
brotherhood flourishes both in times of 
happiness and sadness. 

When death occurs, unemployment 
hits or marriage takes place in a family, 
it becomes a collective concern of tho 
entire group (hat worships together. This 
solidarity is reminiscent of the early 
church, and it is a major attraction given 
today's social economic hardships, 

Dr Fynn recommends a ipinima] 
interest (as in his church) or completely 
interest -free revolving fund to help 



Dr Fynn lays Hands on the faithfiil at St Paul's Lutheran chard) Id 
A ccra. 


Christians startsmalL enterprises as one 
way of fighting -unemployment, 
dependency -and. alleviating poverty. 

A related phenomenon is the 
domineering relationship between the 
■ church and clergy, and their followers. 
The relationsliip which, however, is 
found in both groups is manifest in 
.excessive belief in the established 
institution of -the church -or its pastors 
than in God arid (lie Holy Spirit. 

Whiles stand on fundamental issues 
such asChristian doctrines arid worship 
must be firmly elucidated. Dr. Fynn 
argues, there is a need for flexibility, 
tolerance of constructive criticism and 
willingness to learn new- things and 
experiences. 

Quoting the Bible, Dr Fynn also 
urges mainline churches to make their 
services not only more.lively but- also 
more participatory because "priesthood 
is for all believers.” The clergy maybe 
trained but they do not have the 
monopoly of gifts of the Holy Spirit, lie 
declares. 

Something also needs to be done 
about the length of services and sermons. 
The- same goes for "the three readings 
which sometimes are not even readily 
connected," making theological sense . 
only to the priest- but confusing to 
worshipers. 


Bom to parents who could neitfc 
read nor write, Dr Fynn knows only il 
he was bom. on a Friday becausaof I 
middle name,.“Kofi.” Kofi in his nali 
language means Friday, after which 
was named. 

After receiving his secular educalu 
in Ghana, he stayed with a Liflher. 
missionary from the United States, 
was through this experience thal-l 
made the decision to attend seminary 
in Obot Edim.in Nigeria and 
Makumira, Tanzania in the late 196C 
He later- did a certificate course 
journalism- at the Africa Ljieraiu 
Centre at Kitwe in Zambia. 

He also studied in theUniled Stai 
in Ihe.grcater Chicago area, earning 
B.A. degree from Wheaton Colleges 
an M.A. degrqe in. journalism fro 
Northwestern Uni vers ity . Following 1 
graduation he woriced for two yean a 
journalist for the Chicago Tribune. 

After retumingto Ghana, -he becan 
pastor of Si Paul's. Lutheran' Ghuicli 
Accra, which he continues to reive Eodt 
without salary as a “worker-prie*L’'l 
received an honorary doctor of divine 
degree in 1995: 

A s president of the Lutheran Cbto< 
in Ghana since 1978, the numbei < 
Lutherans', in Ghana increased fro 
4,000 to 20,000 in. five years-A 
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Women theolo gians call for justice in church structure! 
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parameters to the nature of theology. The fear of 
being critical is grounded in the fact that the ‘God- 
talk’ is necessary and must go on. We are not out 
to tell people what is to be believed - that is done 
in the cathedrals!" . . ! 

So went the debate -between a . Kenyan 
participant- and the pioneer of the Circle of , 
Concerned African .Women ' Theologians ' 
(CCAWTX Dr- Mercy AmbaOduyoye, during the 
biennia] Institute of African- Women in Religion 

and Culture recently held in Nairobi. i 

The former argument is typical of the’fqct that 
irvthe African context, it wouldbeboth misleading 
andinadequate to discuss theology wltlioutdealiri'g 
with' the question of spiritual jty. For one, to the 
African, religion is not athqory. it ia a way of: 
living; meant to help people- with their everyday - 
life.-' : . ;; . 1 1 ( . • ■/.: -tf 

... Fojraboullwo decades- now, theologians and 1 

ah "African Christianity.’’ Experiments ate indeed 

In Vi ho nlflCV. in iLj lIl-tlMf fi 


Concerned African Women-Theologians is faced 
with the. task of promoting women's theological 
eduention in Africa - "feminist theology”. The 
organization aims m rinmumaa .a m... •_ 


V- 

offer a prayer for the opening ceremony, c 
pan-African conference, she began Ihus; 
our Mother-Mother of Hagai, Sarah and Rd* 
This is indeed promoting the inqlusio 
. specifically women’s concerns in thetheor; 
practice of evangelism, '' •' 

Given, that-the theme of the conference 

~ _ ... • !_• .LA Unit! 


. . Given, that-the theme otine comere^ 

“J™!* ‘P encourage African women’s Transforming Power, Women in thi Hou 

of and ” fl “ t ' on ‘he influence ■ God, one would be quick' to imagine tht 

of religion and culture on the lives qf women. governing discussion would be «*** ' 

The uniqueness about this body is that one not involvement in church leadership aid fW 

only has to be a woman to fit in- but. musl also making. But a diversity of Issues yaT" 

subYnitansoeron AfricairthpnlnoO^r^-o womens develorwnent were tatktea >! ca I 


“‘V woes woman to lit in- but. muslalso making. a ui a oivorauy w 1 :: 
subYnit a paper on Africarrtheology before she can women!* development weretafckko r .® 

be considered for membership. 1 building, conflict and crisis resolution tip? 

•JiSSi L" 8 :f 2 ? r ;°i«y° ye, >omeii , s . . Th^n^n^rfrim^tvaiiil^ 
spirituality is qualitatively different from men’s 

(nlhntflLa'f. v l.l . ' • .• 


• The merging of Christianity artdjtol 
a stir among.tbe womety .theologians 


r ■ ■■ft: 
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Facticwandntoa^TrareintenseJyd^onstratcd. j 'Bbt'Mrs TabiAa Seit a wnoWii^i 

A Ghanaian. Dr Qduypye arguds- t)iat when . . womanpotitioianimdOuisti^w^mOSte 
^ often; hew-.what is , 'that 

unneord by rpen. .Therefore, . women’s , theoloav : address docs hot “Subtract Ybur 
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Bubbly Wangeci 
a cut above all 
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Jane Wangeci Amiri will be only . 
25 on the 20th of this month. She 
completed her university course 
last year, but she is set to prove 
that apart from her reserve of 
energy, she is a women of great 
ability. 

Whife at the University of 
Nairobi, Wangeci was the 
chairperson of the Women's 
Students Welfare Association 
(WSWA) for iwo successful 
terms. Her programme was BA 
in social work and issues on how 
young women could help in the 
development of society featured 
prominently at the WSWA. 

Today, Wangeci is the co- 


By Seth Musis! cultural and traditional songs and 

programmes, working for equal ? ReanllyWtmgwi was 3e 
power relationships between organising committee of a 
wonren and men at the house- conference held at die KenyaUa 

^ WSW 0Ciely; ' In * crnil '°i'ol Conference Centre 
dels if “ S " here i*** called 


demystifying so-called women ’s 
weaknesses, hence promoting of 
their equal access to economic 
opportunities and doing away 
with cultural practices which are 
detrimental to women's health. 

These include genital mutilation! 

Street chiirt^ n 

"Mark you, we are working 


,. — A. a-w « LU- ivmrK you, We are workine 

Yn,m« 0 L 0f thC nCWl r laUnChCd 10 WRrds thc or laws ill (his 

Young Women in Lendcrshin rniminm.i<;«k ... 


Young Women in Leadership 
Programme whose major 
objective is to assist young 
women interested in developing 
skills, gaining perspectives and 
who aspire to leadership 
positions. 

"We would like young 
women in this country to be at 
the centre of issues and events, 
not on the fringes because we 
believe they have a duty and n 
natural cnll to pul things right in 
society and have a greater stake 
in *h e future of Kcnyn and the 
continent at large", she told me 
at the Young Women's Christian 
Association, Nairobi. 

Wangeci says -Jier 
organisation seeks parity and 
access to education between girls 
and boys at nursery, primary, 
secondary, tertiary and university 
evel and encourages women 
leaders to act as mentors aijd role 
models to actively help youne 
women. * 

At the core of all matters’*, 

she says, >e would like to stop 

l “ mfl fginftlisntion pf women 
who arc 52 per cent of. our 
population and w C intend to do 
this through education and 
awareness raising, health 


country which act as a deterrent 
to women's progress mid to 
ensure that positive laws are 
effectively enforced, particularly 
with regards to violence against 
women,” she said. 

Wnngcci is n member of the 
Kenya Red Cross to which she 
got attached while still at college. 
In fact, her interests in the Kenya 
Red .Cross deepened when she 
was commissioned toenny out n 
"needs assessment survey" when 
the organization warned to start 
some projects in the Mukuru 
Kayaba slums in Nairobi’s 
Industrial Area forstreet children 
and those from poor families. 

She is a member of 
Environmental Conservation 
Alliance which inspires the 
young people -in tree planting 
and to discuss environmental 
issues. And last year she wns 
elected the co-ordinator of yet 
another group called Today for 
Tomorrow Youth Group. 

“In this group wh ich has about 
100 people in the 15.-28 age 
group, we talk and attempt to 
come up with solutions to such 
issues as cleaning up exercises, 
education in such areas as HIV/ 
Aids awareness, drug abuse. 


Young Women and HIV/Aids 
was formed. The one-day event 
was attended by young people 
from Eastern and Southern 
African countries. 

Probably the most memorable 
thing Wangeci remembers is 
what she refers to as tlic "Lady's 
Day' which she organised last 
year while still at the university 
and which brought together alt 
women students for a meeting 
with the vice-chancellor and 
other senior members of the 
university. 

Says Wangeci: “It was such a 
magnificent event, for it was the 
first lime the women students 
were able to talk to the V C. and 
oilier senior staff in mi informal 
selling. In fact, the hall was filled 
to capacity”. 

As a social worker and young 
women's leader, Wangeci has 
had also the opportunity of 
travelling to Uganda. Tanzania 
and South Africa. 

She has also been to Germany 
where early this year she 
undertook a four-month diploma 
in management course on a 
Konrad Adencur Sliftung 
scholarship. 

Wangeci has yet to decide on 
marriage for she plans to go back 
to the university for further 
education. But she respects the 
marriage -.institution -as it was 
constiluted'hy God Himself and 
because it is the foundation of 
society. 

The dynamic young woman 
concedes that efforts for women 
empowerment are beginning to 
have a positive impact, but n lot 
has to be done, especially in the 
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field of education. 

"We shall start feeling. the 
impact for women’s 
empowerment once we find thill 
female circumcision, has been 
eliminated from among some 
tribes in this country. I must 
commend the'Mncndclco ya 
Wanawakc Organisation for 
being larch-bearers in this area”, 
she told Target. 

She is of ihe view that for 
faster improvement in women's 
status, women should come up 
with a fund or a foundation to 


sponsor the needy women for 
formal education, especially 
those in the rural areas, and also 
to develop careers suited for 
women’s advancement. 

"Bnt we need to gel those 
women out there in rum] areas 
adequately informed about what 
is happening in the outside world 
that they too may have access 
to opportunities su i led for lliem", 
she says. 

As an example, she argues 
that not many wqmen, espcciaUy 
in rural oreasi are aware of Kenya 


Women Finance Trust which 
could loan them money to siait 
business without security or that 
they could be represented free of 
charge in courts by thc Federation 
for Women Lawyers (FIDAl 
KEnya Chapter. 

The third in a family of three 
girls and a boy, Wangeci was 
bom on 20 October 1971. She 
received her early education at 
St Lwanga Primary School, 
Mombasa, K-iangogu Primary 
School nnd Ngandu Girls in 
Nyeri. 


The ,p m After' optio n In family planning 
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Oral contraceptives arc used , 

S T rld ° vcr 10 Becomin 8 pregnant before th 

j ®nd in most elt twT^ ^ P ° 5eS heallh risk f or 1 
Men on regular basis bit did “-T™ ™ devel ?P in 8 cOtutlrii 
know that certain pills can °! thty are ,tUsit \f ormei 
; also used after unprotected behaviour as Florence Bama 

I ^elotesTi^uS^/u- t ^fP^ofpregnancy.ihusUii 

j quarterly health bullnr arc no cause for.alarm 

Suited Slates ba^pH m Inaddit,bn to/the .pill,' ^ sayi 

| H«aHh lmS>r^ am,ly e T 0rk '. "emergencj 
! ‘I only takes a hiehp^H^’ **^1 ^^ucep.tion" can-;be achievec 
I multiple pill, if h by inserting copper intra uterine 

i ‘‘emergen^coni® d «i«w OUDs) will, m five days 

f w saW to be 11,18 ■ of mtercourse. 

; [ 0Ur pills are inke^Vlfh^ 10 Moreso, anti -progestins; such 

f, rst 48 to 72 hft h r dle as mife-pnstme or RU 486.-can 
' ,lnprolcc i e 4 sex takes dIhc*. 8 !' 6 ^ 1 ^ taken ‘ wil b' n 72 hours after 
re Pcated S j, P hr ,ACn SCX and used > prevent 
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Becoming pregnant before the age of 18 or after ihe age of 35 ' emergency 0 " coSeprive 
years poses health risk for both mother and child. Bui most product. It will help introduce 
uomen m developing countries do not seem to be aware of these the product in up to l5developing 
risks or they are misinformed about the consequences of their . ebuntries over die next five year*. 
behaviour as Florence Bamanyakl reports. The firstmbdel introduction will 

**T”r.. 'e 1 ' ■ ■ ■■ ' ■ ' ■■■ . begin in Kenya soon, according 

symptoms of pregnancy, thu? Uit should be ''emphasised as an (o thc FHI publication. 1 
siueenects are no cause fonalarm. t^tropinfatnily planning because A sistcr-in charge at ihe 

in addition to (the pill, says it has an imporiantrole as aback Family Planning Association of . 
rnnft .- ofnergency. up method!’ to Ihe condom, Kenya (FPAK) said- some 

hv^n " C? " :be achieved regl ' lai ’ P® use and IUDs - ' Kenyan women had adapted 
iiitra-uteritie Nations like Brazil. Yietnam .emergency contraception but that 

evicas (IUDs) wi|hm five days and Latin America. have already ; it ^yas, not reliable a* mosL of ! 

. onmercourse; ■ ■ : adopted - , emergency thfein ; evcntUHlly became 

Moreso, anti -progestmsisiioh conlraceplioti. Women are using , pregnant She confirmed Ihatlhc 
as mire-pristine or RU 486.’can, aportiqpofpillS from a monthly ; pills usd arc the oncs advocnled 
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the pill sayifig it may-cause them contraception anti so it would 

lobecome barren or disrupt their not hear of protected or 

reproductivesy^tembutOgondan unprotected ' sex between 
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surgeon Dr Winnie Kabulcm . unmarried people. Even for Ihe 
dismisses iuoh fears explmnJng married., contraception is going 

■ that if (he pi II is token irregularly, against God’s pi nh of “subduing 

then imploni aliop can take place. the earth" by. multiplying. , • 

■ Joy, a mother of two teenage ' . Early thisyear.ihahcadofthe 
girls- said the introduction.: of Catholic Church in Kenya, 

“emergency controccptionas you Maurice Cardinal Otunga joined 

put i t will only hejp to increaso , his then Muslim counterpart 
tlie rbte of sexual ' iintnqrality Sheikh All SK< e in Nairobi to set 

aqiong adolescents given tliat sex ablaze, sqv education literature 

is nolprigara myth To'ihcm." • 1 and coitdoiiis, a*, sign that 
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What happens on polling day 
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What happens on the polling day? 
Aimed with your voting and identity 
cards, you proceed to the polling station 
as early as possible. There' you meet a 
person known as the presiding officer. 
He is one of the people appointed by the 
Electoral Commission to oversee the 
election process. 

The. presiding officer will; 

• ask- for your voter and . identity 
cards, * 

• confirm that they are in order and 
present you with a stamped and unused 
ballot paper with the official mark, 

• check for your name in the voters' 
register then call out your name and 
number, 

• Proceed lo enter- your number on 
the. counterfoils of the three ballot 
papers; one for presidential, one for 
parliamentary and the third for civic- 
candidate, 

• place a mark against your electoral 
number in the copy register to show that 
you have been-issued with ballot papers. 

•-mark your card to show the ballot 
papers .have been delivered to him. 

It is important to make sure you 
have confirmed that the ballot papers 
are stamped with the official mark to 
avoid their being, rejected and hence 
declared spoilt- At the same time, your 
thumb will be marked with a special ink 
which -lasts throughout the. election 
period. This is to ensure that you do not 
vote more than once. 

Armed with the ballot papers, you 
will then proceed lo a booth or secret 
compartment where you will be alone. 
There you will; 

1. Put an *X’ mark against the name 
.of the candidate and his/her party. It 
must be placed inside the box making 
sure that.it docs not extend beyond that 
box and 

2. Fold up tho marked ballot papers 
lo conceal your vote. 

Theballot boxes for three candidates 
will be located in different rooms; You 
will walk to die three rooms, making 
sure that you cast the right ballot paper 
.in the right box. 

The election agent of your party will 
be present in the three rooms. In case of 
any difficulty, consult' him for help. 

In case of physical- disability or 
illiteracy o f a voter, the presidin g of ficer 
will mark the ballot papers on behalf of 
the voter in the presence of one witness 
for each candidate. After casting your 
vole you must leave the polling sLation. 

Note: If a ballot paper gets spoilt inthe 
process of marking it, you can return it 
to the presiding officer for replacement 
A voter should mark (he paper by 
placing themark ‘X’ opposite the name 
of the candidate he/shc wishes to elect, 
and should nnt place the mark opposite 
more than one candidate, 

He/she- should make no other mark 
whatsoever on the paper and. then fold 
the paper through the centre from left so 
as to conceal Ihe.vote. 

Remember that it is an offence to 
knowingly fail to place theballot paper 
issued to you into a ballot box or boxes 
before leaving where the box Is located. 
You could be fined up fo-Sh 50,000 for 
-doing^o. 

You should not intimidate or 
j interfere with the voters by .way of 
, picvdoUng their; free movement .into 
and out'of tlte polling station, 

■ I fyod have complaints, such as being 


candidates and vote Tor them without 
fear and in a secret ballot. 

- When oil eligible voters are registered 
in a non-discrinatory manner 

- When the elections are administered 
by impartial p fficers and the procedures 
are cleat and can be checked by all 
parlies agents arid accredited election 
observers. 

- When all political parties* are free to 
organise campaign meetings and 
express their opinions. 

- When every party has equal access to 
the media during the election campaign 
period 

-'When the- security of all candidates 
from all parties is ensured. 

- When electoral institutions provide 
clear channels for dealing with any 
p roblcm s and coinplain 1$ that may arise. 

When elections arenot free and fair, 
they arc characterised by rigging. 
Rigging can be described Ss using illegal 
and unfair methods to win.'Some people 
associate rigging with what happens on 
election day but that is not the case. 


and strategies of the opposition. This 
makes it difficult for the opposition to 
take over power. 

7. Giving a short period for 
registration of voters .and campaign 
period. The government in power.ru ay 
do.iliat to catch- the electorate and the 
opposition unprepared so that votes do 
not swing to other parties. 

The control of such organs as the 
police, provincial administration, 
judiciary and electronic media by- the 
executive are likely to lead to rigging. 
“Your loyalty is to me. It is not to the 
nation. 'That loyalty must be total and 
direct." 

The control of such o'rgans as the 
police, provincial administration, 
judiciary and -electronic media by the 
executive are likely to lead to rigging. 

Rigging during campaign and on 
election day: 

Some of the rigging methods cited 
abo4e a re al so used during the cam pa i gn 
period and on -polling day. There are 
others,howeveri that are more common 


Refusing to be bribed. By accepting 
a bribe, yoif are selling your vote. Selling 
a vote is like selling your birth right to 
vote freely. By refusing to lake a bribe, 
you- help ro - fight corruption in the 
country. Leaders who bribe do not 
deserve-votes. 

Refuslngtopartlclpate in violence. 
Elections are one way of resolving 
conflicts. Violence during campaigns 
and on the voting day disrupts this peace 
making process. Violence denies some 
voters their democratic right to make a 
choice. Those who engage in it help to 
derail the democratic- process. 

Record any irregularities and 
problems initiated by anybody 
irrespective o f party or candid ate during 
campaigns and on election day. Report 
the incidents to the relevant authority 
such as the presiding officer and be 
ready and willing to give evidence in 
court in case of a petition, 

Participate as a volunteer In 
organisations formed to. monitor 
elect Ions. Participate invoter education 



FLASHBACK 1992: KNC supporters campaign for their candidate in one of the city estates. 


Rigging can start a long time- before 
election day or even before tire election 
lias been declared. 

Lot us first look at the kinds of 
rigging done before elections are 
announced. 

1. Political threats: The- leaders 
continually- threaten the voters dint if 
they don’t elect them- there will be 
violence and instability. 'They lie that 
they hold the key to peace and stability, 
thus voters feel they have to -vote for 
them for fear of the consequence of not 
voting For them. 

2. Economic Intimidation: Leaders 
continually threaten citizens that they 
will face economic deprivation if they- 
fail to elect them. Some don’t distinguish 
between the funds of the party in. power 
and the government -and promise to 
favour areas that vote for their party. 

3. When voters are kepli n ignorance 
by the government of their rights to 
-decide and participate on their future, 
they- arc denied political education and 
told to. leave politics to politicians. 

A deliberate and systematic effort 
must be made lo educate the people on 
rights and 'responsibilities, duties and 
privilege* of die citizens as well as the 
rights and responsibilities of the 
, government. The people must have- a 
wQrkinjgkiioIvledge of the government 
including, hoto government policy is 
formulated and implemented!' They 


; denied ftre access fotpUwi»113mgstatlon should know the nature and seopp of 


during the campaigns and on election 
day. 

Bribery: Bribery in cash nndiu kind 
has been accepted by voters and 
candidates asa.normal practice during 
elections. However, it does not only 
constitute an election offence lo give 
bribes but it also violates the principal 
of fairness. 

If sOmeone is willing to briboyou, it 
means he is buying leadership and isnot 
fit for. that position. 

Violence: There have been instances 
or voters in an area where a party is not 
pripul ar being intim idated with violence 
so. that they- can either stay from the 
pdlingstaliora or change their political 
choice- In some instances, even the 
police have participated in such 
intimidation. 

Denialof Ucencestohold meetings: 
Tho law on-licensing meetings in itself 
is .oppressive. When it is used 
deliberately to -curtail candidates the 

only opportunity -of selling their ideas 
to voters, it limits their chances of 
making anindependpnt choice between 
the various candidates and the policies 
llujy are offering, 

. Intimidating candidates: There ' 
have been instances' where candidates 
have been assaulted and threatened by. 

/ government agents: Such actions instill 
Tear not only in die candidates but also . 
iin the voters.. The candidates are not 


to help those who may need it. You can 
do it at home, in the Bmall Christian 
communities,- youth groups etc. Voter 
education is normally free nnd the voter - 
should take advantage of it.- 

Some people think that multi-party 
politics or pluralism is a new. idea in 
Kenya or -a very strange concept. It 
simply means a system iu which several 
parties contest for power. - 

They don’t contest for power for the 
sake of it. They have to have national 
interests, at heart and should not be 
driven by personal or .ethnic interests. 
C&mmon good should'motivatc them 
all .the lime.' However, -the system .of 
multi parties does not provide a cure for 
all social, political and economic ills. 

For the record, when Kenyabecame 
-independent in 1963, it had a- multi- 
party political system. The two main 
patties were Kanu and the Kenya 
African Democratic Union, (Kadu). 
Kadu dissolved itself in 1964. The next 
opposition party, the Kenya- People's 
Union, was started in. 1966 but it was 
banned in'1969. In 1982, a law-, was 

passed to innkeiKenya a -single party 
: stale, -thus banning the registration of 
other parlies Mcept-Kanu. The-law was 
repealed in-1991 , making Kenya multi- ... 
party state ontle again. 

Any Kenyanlcanjoirrapolitical party 
of hia or hcrph'oice. You -don 't haye to ■ 


instances, they ignore qualities of 
leadership and instead choose tribes - 
Others think that only-memtatof 
their- tribes are fit* to lead. Sami 
politicians campaign on tribal tickets. 
They appeal to people of their tribe to 
support them, allegedly lo protect their 
interest*. Such politicians who appeal 
to tribe as aquality of leadershiprirntt 
not be elected. 

• It should not be because itisaparty 
of your clan. Our clan is the majority in 
this ward and so we have enough voles 
to elect our own clansman ascoundllot. 

So let us form our own party. Our ck 
has suffered enough and it is time we 
also produced a leader. 

Whenpeople think of themselves it 
•a clan other than members of a nation, 
they weaken the democratic proem 
arid national unity. They also encoura# 
nepotism. 

■ It should nol be because itisaparty 
of your religion. There is nothing 
essentially wrong with a political party 
with specialised interests like religion 
so long hat it cgn present its policies to 
the voters country wide. However 
religion alone should not be the only 
quality -for one to join it. 

• And it should not be because it is 
headed by a person of your- sex. 
Although it is proper for instance to 
support a party headed by a womanora 
minority group so as to promote gender 
equality and minority rights, sex alone 
like religion, should not be the sole 
factor in determining your choice. 

What then, are the qualities of a 
good political-party? 

i) It must have clear policies on 
issues affecting the nation. 

ii) If it is an old party, it must have i 

good proven record. 

iii) It shouldembraceiheinlerestsol 

all and avoid sectarianism. 

iv) A good political party must nan 
effective structures at all levels to enabj 
it to undertake such activities » 
mobilisation of members, vow 
education and party elections. 

In the 1992 multi-party genua 
elections, there was a campaign msorn 
areas to convince voters loconduct wm 
was called threepioce suit voting. 1* 

threepicce campaign.urged .voteu 

vote- for their- party’s candidate » 
councillor, Member of Parliament ss 
presidential elections level. Aserwuj . 
in some areas, one- party prodp 1 
councillors and MPs from one party 

Since then, the question m vm 
asked: Should you choose the 


Gospel singer 
Atieno talks of 
demonic attacks 


MaryAtieno is a household name 
in gospfel musiccircles. Although - 
she is known for her moving, 
gospel titles, she is one- in many. 
She is a wife, a teacher by 
profession, achuich minister and 
above all she is blind. 

However, she 'does not strike 
snyone as blind on first 
encounter. She is neavhas well- 
groomed hair and wears dark 
brown goggles; 

Bom in Karongu in Nyatike, 
Migori district in - 1961, Mary 
joined Oda School for the Blind 
for both nuTBery and primary 
I' education. She joined Thika 
School for thtf Blind for her 
secondary education before her 
' admission Bt KenyattaUni versity 
^for s Bachellor of. Education 
j degree, specialising in-CRE and 
Literature. 

Mary says that gospel Singing 
for her was an accident. “All my 
school- life I suffered from 
demon icsttacks. Icouldnot Bleep 
as something kept blocking my 
(hiroatand gave me hearlattacks. 

I knew nothing about prayer," 
she says. 

The demon used to appear to 
her as a hen. Beforeit appoared, 
she would first get . Snowfire. 
perfume scent then the fowl 
would fly about the room. It 
would follow her even in the 
toilet. 

"I was then a - Catholic and 
whenever I said a prayer, the- 
demon would pray together with 
me. By then I used to pray in my 
mother language. I changed ray 
style and prayed in English 
because I thought -demons -did 
not know English but the demon 
UjU prayed with me," confesses 
Mary. 

urn WM aftar alw 8 01 eeved in 
T 79 * Ht foe demonic attacks 
stopped.: Unfortunately, shelUl 


the candidate? Wo have the hands of a cultic group 

Her first musical performance 
was How Sweet is the Name of 
Jesus which she performed with 
international Fellowship Choir 
•in early 80s. She prdduced Slku 

W stongwerna KIlto with the 

same choir. 


that there are good and ~~ «- , 

parlies. One assumes fontgoop po“ 

party will support an eqiially 
candidate. Onealso assumes tMago* 
candidate will associate wi|h a .™ 

Paf The exi»rtonce.of the 
however seems to conUMiotina^ 


This is because some of the 
sponsored by.some of the FFJIJ 
were considered- good turned 
poor leaders, lending to 
that voters have experienfc^H'V 


Even when the voters tyef 

particular candidates was awor 
Ureys till votedhim or 
of belonging to foe right ldst April andwlth whom 

iuflie (jam® is Working «« n nAUI 


In-Jhis case. Yoteip. m 
mentality. The mobdoesnp t 
it acts. Itisip-atianal and w 

• j. 1 * '« i.. - v-a(1b 

actions 


; orbal Jot papfers being ouiof ordet^ you "! govemmenUnstifotions. ! .i, 

direct- thorn tp Residing?' ' • •> 4.Vteaialoffderftiiy cards to eligible v 
offitiet* • j • 1 ... " . ^Vofere :• , V „;. 4 ' i 
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therefora.fryJ? 
ent decision* ■. 

_ ■ _ rfhiMrf end 


— .... ... . , beamemberpfkpolitlcal party to vote. 

!abte ; jo reach tho Voters because of such; 1 However; it. isaaVisableto be- amemper ■ 
iifear.: rind the .voters ih turn may fear of a politic^ party,/ - : ... • ; ■■ aooiYbr fo^ 1 
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:: - tl nJbelbecaui® it i» a pmy of 


She went solo in 1992 and her 
iwt musical cassette was HakUna 
.««««« Mwtngine which she 

fjOnunde. This is the -man she 




'wirldng on a new gospel 
CfeWWAw. The 

me While I tyaft' 


By Fredrick Nzwlll 

Since she got to know Alex 
Ominde, Mary's .performances 
have greatlyimproved! However, 
sire says that her greatest problem 
is piracy. 

"Adam na Iva went as far as 
Dubai and sold without our label 
while HakUna MunguMwingine- 
Kama Wewe- is common in Zaire 
and Tanzania,’’ says Mary. 

"We havenot taken our music 
that for. Worse still is that -our 
cassettes in these areas are low 
priced she Bays acknowledging 
their inability to control the 
market since by then they were 


not producers. “We now produce 
our music through the assistance 
of Reuben Kigano, a producer 
and an instrumentalist within 
gospel circles," the singer says. 

In addition to singing, Mary 
maintains a personal philosophy 
of consistency in whatever .she 
does. “1 hate to sec gospel singers 
jumping from church to church. 
This happens since mostofthem 
are motivated by money but not 
the spirit,” laments Mary and 
asks: "Why free-lance in the 
world of gospel? 

As for her future plans, Mary 
intends to become n full time 
gospel' minister, when 'the call 
of the Lord' comes. 



Singer Mary Atieno... would like to become a full-time church minister. 


Development flourishes where culture is appreciated 


By H.Kym’scorp wa 
Wan|lru 

The role of cnlture in defining 
the advancement ordeterioration 
of a people -cannot -be 
overemphasised as- a country 
braces for industrial and 
technological- take-off. and the 
subsequent economic- re- 
adjustment, 

Development can only 
flourish where it is rooted in the 
culture and tradition of-a country 
since it is an nil -encompassing 
process linked to each society’s 


own values and calling for active 
participation of individuals and 
groups who are both its authors 
and beneficiaries 

Development growth for its 
ownsakeintheabsenceofdecent 
living conditions and basic 
amenities for the general 
population is hollow. There is 
need for African governments to 
explore the.economic- potential 
of cultural industries based on 
creativity iu traditional and 
modern. cultural endeavours. 

The need for a better 
understanding of our culture 


. i ■ 

arises from the definition W 1 
culture is who we arc ami -tlo. 
we arc becoming. When wc talk 
about culture, wc include tfte 
visions, dreams and aspirations 
of humanity. 

Culture,, like defined in The 
Power of the Word: Culture 
Censorship and Voice, "is the 
food wc pul on the table, the way 
we cook' it, the utensils in which 
weentit, the relationship between 
the people- who sit at -the table 
and the people who cook and 
serve, what is done with -the lefl 
overs, what is discussed during 


l!u* incal, what music, dancing, 
pfletiy pi thenirctM accompany, 
it and the social and spiritual 
values of those present.'.' 

It is therefore part and parcel 
of apeople. The late Okot p’Bitek 
defines it bs h “philosophy of a 
people that is lived and 
celebrated.” 

This to the African 
governments is important 
because in spite of tire bashing 
tire African culture I ifl s taken from 
the Wesl.ii still manifests itself 
in a number of oilier ways evident 
in the formal institutions 


past 


Media consumption by Muslims 


Two different Muslim-' 
communities are to be.the focus 
of research by. two universities. 
The question of how different 
Muslim communities ' in - the 
United' Kingdom- produce and 
consume media and Hbwit afreets 
them is to be studied. 

The research by Professor 
Annabelle Sreberny- 

Mohammadi, director of the 
Centre forMass Communication 
Research -at the University of 
Leicester, and Professor ChaMe 
Husband of the Department of 
Social and Economic Studies at i 
the University 1 of Bradford, is 
: funded by the Economic -and 


By Jane Pearson 

in cultural, political and 
economicflows at local, national 
and global levels. 

Group -work with media 
audiences will explore differing 
media tastes, habits and patterns 
of identification between the two 
minority groups as well as the 
host. group. ProfSrebemy . 
Mohammadi hopeslhat this will 
reveal how- the two groups use 
the -media; what they loqk.at and 
read;. and what they produce, .. 
froihiSmaU-scale newsletters to... 


-in their coojyriei of. origin and 
creates a continued sense of 
belonging to those places. 
This-.poses the -question as to 
where - the community feels -its 
home to be and whether it begins 
10 have two homes. 

The two communities' 
cpltaborating in the research are 
vaiy different The Pakistani 
community in Bradford has been' . 
well established over many 
generations although tistillkeqw 
olosely:.in. touch tyilh 'Pakistani 
and. Middle-Eastern issues . 
through the media and eclively 
responds by fax and e-rnaiL . 

Thc wocnt Loudon-based 
Iranian group 'is* more 


“This research takes two 
communities within Islam and 
hopes to show them as very 
different 'brands' arid nol as one 
homogenous entity. The 
differences between them are, 
likely. to prove as important ns 
their similarities r though not 411 
members of the- Iranian 
community are Mltalim, of 
course,” she points out.- r ', 

Gender dynamics 

Sheiskeentpbxploregcnder 
dynamics -among the two 
research groups, through their 
manipulation of Ihemedia/ ? 


inherited fruni the coluniul 
that lack cultural roots. 

Interpreting our realities 
according toouren vironment :md 
heritage arises from the fact (fiat 
different cultures- perceive die 
world differently and these 
different perceptions, which me 
aim osl always based on objective 
data and s itu al io ns s uc-h ns natural 
phenomena or the natural 
environment give rise to different 
inlerpretniions in different 
-cultural contexts. 

The various techniques, 
developed and Applied by peoples 
in the past to solve practical 
problems with similar results in 
areas liko navigation, agriculture, 
medicine; shelter and other areas 
have demonstrated that similar 
problems can be Bolvcd in 
different ways and the type of 
solution is shaped and inspired 
by the natural or cultural 
environment. 

The govenuhciit and Kanu 
for that 'matter should \not 
vehemently suppOTUhe teaching 
of party manifestos that mean 
little topepple but should ensure 
dial education turcfogla nt all 
levels include consideration of,, 
indigenous (mltures nndheritage. ; 

. ... And in -recognition to the 
positive ioleplaycd by: women:, 
in keeping tiioWBjfhwua culture 
arid heritage v alive,. the 


• VWilf we; finld women*, in the goveriimentsltolildundertnketo 
comromiities'dipping into British • fi^ulatcwdte^<^eiugcn^-i 

MiiiiMH aWB ' lalavtiinM aan,i(iu4 anit' 'f^SpOatiVC' 


published newspapers. .. . j : 

'‘TheuseofmediasftdculturaL 
productions forms a gprid-.bage. 

SodalResearcih Council as part of entropreneUrteUctivitiff for •.,^ , orialand^rei^«l. 
of a£23 million (Sh 225 million) . minority groups “ithenv 8 .“The -They may, Prof Srebcmy* 
research prpgramihe into media l * 

economics and media cullure, 

inembers of the selected Mfufitinj *;! 

9tmimuWiles. 1 ; • ; ^ 

' v , They, wjll' co'mphte -the^ia 
Issues am prig ’ thp,lrflbhiri , 

^ommuiUty in iLotytofl rind ilie v| • 

’Pala8tamcomr»)iuoi r " ,v> J 
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Life and 
times of 

Nyambura 

Njoroge 


Last but also first. That is 
Nyambura J . Njoroge. She is the 
.last .born in a family of nine 
.daughters and the first and only 
ordained minister of her parents. 

And that is not her only first. 
.The Rev Dr Nyambur a Njoroge 
happens to have been the first of 
the present 13 women ministers 
of Word and Sacrament in her 
Presbyterian Church of East 
A&ica(PCEA). She was ordained 
in Septemer 1982.'* 

Currently Che Executive 
Secretary of PACT Programme 
of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Nyambura was a 
few weeks ago in Nairobi for the 
Pan-African Conference of the 
Circle of Concerned African 
Women Theologians. 

’ TheCircle is a multi-religious 
group of women in which 
Muslims, Catholics and 
Protestants are represented. The 
Nairobi conference theme was 
‘“IYans forming Posyer: Women 
in the Household of God". 

Nyambura savs PACT is 


actually her baby. She launched 
it- when she was appointed the 
WARC executive secretary in 
September 1992. PACT stands 
for women and men in 
partnership in church and socie ty. 

Since 1992, shehas promoted 
PACT among WARC’s 200 
member churches spread over 
LOO countries..The churches are 
PCEAr Reformed Churches, 
Congregational and United 
Churches. 

"Our stand is lliat there is still 
a lot oF inequality in our society 
and women have been addressing 
this issue themselves for abopr*v 
30 years. Thcy.aie beginning to 
feel that men should join ihemon 
board for nny meaningful resu Its. 

EuliRfldlclpants 

"Part of my job is to 
communicate with the churches 
and women to see to it that- 
women's contributions are taken 
moreseriously l ,, says the mother 
of two, a son and daughter; 

Her doctorate dissertation at 
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Dr (Rev) Nyambura Njoroge... an achiever per excellent. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 
United Stales, in the lflleEiglities, 
was ‘The Women’s Guilds in 
(he PCEA: A Theological and 
Ethical Analysis of their 
Contribution in the Life, Church 
and. Society." 

told me that PACT’S 
in is that ordination for the 
jury of Jesus-. Christ is for 
both men and women and this is 
thd message she has been 
conveying all along, appealing 
for full participation at all levels. 

“But, you know, it is noLeasy 
for men to understand what we 
women are saying. In fact some 
of them have not seen a woman 
clergy. But we continue, to look 
forward for an on-goingdialogue 
between the two," says 
Nyambura whose husband, 


engineer Njoroge E. Njuguna, 
also lives and works in Geneva. 

In the present struggle for 
women’s liberation, even the 
church, the torch-bearer to 
heaven, is not budging, says 
Nyambura and argues that no 
one can claim to have a right for 
ordination because inessencc this 
is acalling. 

New dimensions 

“All we want is our voice to 
be heard and I hasten to say .so 
because the woman in Africa is 
still the most economically 
deprived. The paradox is thatshe 
was at the forefront during the 
liberation movement," she says. 

The WARC executive asserts 
that women a re created in the 
image of God just like men and 


men . and 
women is sealed through 
baptism. 

At their various consultations, 
whether at national orregional 
levels, women emphasize the 
truth that in all these, the final 
authority is Jesus Christ and that 
God’s gifts to the world were for 
both men and women. 

-In the Nairobi discussions, 
women analysed such practices 
as female circumcision, the issue 
being-whelher this is life-giving 
or destruction. Such open 
discourses, she says, had also 
opened new dimensions whereby 
most outspoken women on such 
gender issues were not popular. 

Says Nyambura who is 40 
this year: "When you hear some 
people saying what women were 
discussing in their forums is 
imported from foreign countries, 
then - it becomes even more 
difficulLfor them to minister to 
the rural. woman and even help 
her children." 

The World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches is organising 
the 23rd general- council whose 
theme is: “Break. the Chains of 
Injustice." It will take place- in 
Debrecen,- Hungary, from 8th to 
20th August^ next year. About 
400 delegaes are expected to 
attend the council meeting which 
is held every seven.or eight 
years. 

Nyambura acknowledges that 
the mast significant thing in her 
working- life i$ the 'support she 
has received from her husband. 
He has always been encouraging 
in the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
she says. 

T remember well that when 


it came to the point thatlwamed 
to pursue my PhD at Princeton,] 
first asked him whether hiscMq 

as an engineer would detenu* 
what our next move wn going & 
be. Blit he suggested that lz 
abandons his job for the udteof 
accompanying me to USA/’uyi 
the woman who joined ih 
ministiy-.when she was only 20, 

It was the same story wha 
Njoroge agreed to accompany 
her to Geneva in 1992 for her 
present job. 

Her parents too have beeni 
great inspiration to her. Her fatta 
is a PCEA pastor. The mothwii 
a church women's leader andii 
also involved in YWCA. 

"Bom in Ngenda, Mnrang’i 
district, Nyambura attended 
Ngenda- Primary School and 
Ngenda Secondary School be foe 
joining the Kenya Science 
Teachers College in 197S form 
*'S 1" teacher's certificate. 

She taught at St Joseph 1 ! 
Worker, Mangu, and Ngendi #■ 
Girls in 1977 before joining Si 
Paul's Theological College the 
following year for a three-year 
degree programme in divinity. 

When she left St Paul’s in 
1980, -she served ihe Bahati 
Parish, Nairobi, and left fun: 
years later for Louisville, 
Kentucky, for her masler’i 
degree. On return to Kenya she 
was appointed -the pastor-in 
charge of Kangemi and Loresho 
congregations. She- returned to 
the UnitedStates in August 19M 
for her PhD. 

Nyambura and Njoroge were 
married in August 1978. Their 
children are aged 17 and 14 1/2 
years 
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Beware: Rigging can be done on polling day 
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Haunted by mother’s death 

fi i . 


From Pag a 12 
is nothing criminal or immoral to be a 
member or a leader of a registered 
political party! Joining such a party 
does not mean that you are not loyal to 
the government. 

By merely becoming a member of 
the parly in power does not make you 
any loyal to jts government either. You . 
can be loyal in whichever party you ore. 
The government -in. power has very 
specific roles. 

The government in power has a duly . 
to serve all citizens regardless of their 
parly membership. Thepresident should 
nol Isolate people just because tliey did 
nol vote for him or for Ids party. 

The government must co-operate 
wilh die opposition. It must not portray 
members of the opposition os enemies. 

It should regard them as partners in the 
development process. 

■ ‘The. political party that wins the 
election Conns , the government -That it 
forms, ihe government does not mean 
that it is equal! to the government. The 
I president otchdirm an pf the party should 
distinguish when ho or ahe is acting as 
, .thblH^adof thogovernmentbr-os a party 

.'r'llrtoJA. . uil.id 1 


the Opposition is to oppose the ruling 
party and the government in power for 
the sake of it. Others assume that the 
Opposition has no role when it is nol in 
power. That is not true. 

Theydo notknow that the opposition 
is supposed to keep an eye on the 

government so that if does not misuse 
pow jt. It is also supposed to educato the- 
public on their rights, responsibilities 
and other key issues in the daily life of 
the nation. ... 

It is true that the party in power and 
the opposition should co-operate on 
positive national programmes and 
policies since they are serving the same 
citizens, 

The role of the Opposition parly is \ 
not merely to confront or oppose the 
one in power but to provide checks and 
balancer which will ensure un active 
parliament that puts people first. , 

A pol ideal party should not be built 
around a personality, It must not bean 
extension of his or her family, business 
or any other personal loyalty. He or she 
must have a clban record. If a parly is 
controlled by an individual he or-slio is 
'' likely to dictate to jpurly members 


who understands our problems and who 
can mobilize the community, to seek 
solutions for their problcms.Tn some 
■instances,' the rich manipulate- voters 
with their money and want to get 
leadership to protect and increase their 
wealth. 

■ One does nothave to bebf acertain 
clan, tribe or religion. In some parts of 
the coumry-it is still common belief that 
a -leader has to belong to a certain status 
or lineage to be eligible for office,' -In a 
multi-party democracy, -there is no 
inheritance of 'leadership; Instead 
leadership is decided by the people. 

One does not hayeto be a certain sex. 
to vie for office. The traditional belief 
amongst some communities that 
leadership belongs to men is both 
retrogressive and misplaced in a 
democratic society.. Both men and 
women have an equal chance to vie for 
leadership, • , r , ; 

Old age is not a qualification for 

/brakL Lj.j. ..... 


• The candidate must be nominated I* 
a registered political party ■ 

• Should be able to read,-write andsf * ■■ 
at least one the official languages of i' 
local -authority. 

As a. parliamentary candidate y ; UD itchtI»fou ow i n - lW - . 4 . 
need the following qualifications. wvengrouns Inea 2.^“ 
-Mustbeofaminimuraofage2lye«*- . 

• Mart be a Kenyan citizen ■; ^ yohidentify^S^^ 


exaB,pleca,1 »rveas a 


• Must be a registered voter 

• Must be of sound mind ' - 

• Must be nominated or endorsed byfj 

. registered political party .1 p ' 

• Must.be able to speak pnd,.tnW p^^^-^.rubberstamp, 


never Wi : : 

;* Ojjpositibh h!'v> $ lip JiR 


1. A good government protects Ihe 
interests of citizens regardless of age, 
sex, race, tribe or religion. It promotes 
justice, peace and equality aniong-all 
the citizens. It protects Ihe constitution. 

The constitution is the most sacred- 
document in Ihe running of the Country 
as ft is supposed to protect common 
good. A good government docs nol 
allow the violation of the constitution 
by any one, 

2: A good government iaiiot corrupt 
and does not encourage corruption. It 
has mechanisms that pul corruption in 
check and -punishes those who are 
corrupt irrespective of status. 

3: It has a clear development 
programme. Such a programme should 
be meant for common good and should 
. not be a mere reflection of the whims of 
die leaders' in power, 

- 4. It should also not be meant to - 
favourcertain sections of (he community 
at the expense of others. However, that 
good government cannot be realised, 

: You as a voter arc eligible tio contest ^MnU»liefa^r^st jomepeople , •. : (fc) i ^ serving imprison#^ 

V exd^irig'sixlipdntto, 


The sun had gone to its hiding 
cave. I had prepared our supper. 
After cooking, I went to my room, 
took a novel and started reading. 

All was in vain because I 
could not comprehend what I 
was reading. Instead I saw images 
° .|“y mother and* I felt a cold 
chill run down my spine. I started 
wondering what was happening 
to me. I shivered with fear. 

I threw the novel on my bed 

and went outside our house. Then 

remembered that our English 
teacher had advised us that when 
ws are surprised or petrified wc 
should take a deep -breath and 
everything will be okay. Sd I did 
that but nothing happened. 

After a while, 1 discovered 

io the 

ai word 


By Maureen Naslke 

that my mother had not ycl 
arrived from. work. It was half 
past six and she alwnys arrived at 
five o’clock or half past five. 

1 thought it was too laic and 
this lateness was the cause of all 
my fears. My worry was that 
something might have happened 
to my mother. I hoped dial she 
would be home soon. 

At about half past seven, I 
decided to cat my supper but I 
found it to bo tasteless. It then 
occurred to me that I should go 
and look for my mother. 

On the way and a fewmetres 
from the house I met with one of 
my mother's friends and I told 


her nbout my fears. 

As we searched for my 
mother, we met two policemen 
who joined us. Then I stepped on 
something which was as cold as 
ice. The policemen had torches 
which they used to help us 
identify the object. 

I could not believe my eyes: 
the body we saw hod blood all 
over. But it was that of my 
mother. She had been murdered. 

The policemen examined the 
body and -told us to go home. 
"Remember to report at our police 
station tomorrow morning,” one 
of them said. 


morning I woke up very early 
and went to the police station. 
The two policemen look me to 
see my mother's body at the 
mortuary. 

Tears rushed down my cheeks 
when I saw the body. The 
policemen consoled me and 
promised to find the murderers. 

“Go home and after two 
weeks your mother's body will 
be buried in your homestead. But 
leave everything to us," one of 
the policemen said. 

My mother was buried a few 
days later. Uplo now I cannot 
comprehend her death. 


r 
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I could not sleep that night as Maureen Ntaike is from Uihiru 

I wondered who could have killed ’ . High School, 

my mother. The following Kabetc. 


incapacitated by blindness pr 
physical capse, to read the Swahi 
English languages well,, • $ 

To vie for the presidential 
must be a registered voter,, a 
.citizen, over 35 years fjf 
contesting ia parti 
sound mind and be ... — ~ r ^ - 
political party- v ’■ ' : 1 


“Sat u f ld i.‘ ge ir S i 9 i 8 ^cation for * £■ aiaquali^# 

, Utet feaqerslpp. Ifyqu hive attained the age • contestina' advic, parliamentary 1 
n £ Uu:e ? by ,he constitution for certain 1 '. p^idAntfal seals if L/shT^^.i 
■ *019. , . office then you aualifv to contest. The; ' *^/!a ai? Haiihi v. 


PW-mk.Ue.pmoil. 
‘“•teetarantitemuug, 

m “how, Writing pad, 

(ii! Wax. Pen. 

wA'fc “«“*■ B.d Sl 

Blackboard b_- • 
Book ‘- 

r B Li0n ’ donkey. 

f - lephan, ‘ Ice-cream,. 
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K «v)U? >aW,Cr050di Ie. ' 

‘ feasss; 

( v 0 Telepho 

• Files, 

Messen 
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CROSSWORD 


Across: 

1. The prophet of God, to wliora 
Baruch was Secretary 
6. Perceives with the ears, 

8. The first and last letters of 
thealphabet 

9, A walkway in the farm for 
use. by aoimals and vehicles, . 
lO Afl aiiimal, ; 

1 3. . An-' Kssistaijic -In. a meeting 
who guides yisitorb. .. -j/ 

■ T4.A worthy irw^tmeni! 1 >■' 

15, The pa|h between 1 pews : 

' leading (olihprostruirt. iv . , - t • 
17- sailing be^cjwthe / 
f,-; usualprice ^ goodsL j 
; i8. ffeir}g similar.; : i ,; y 
t io.|Nejthbrj blu^t.-por dull.' ’ ; ; \ ' ; 
‘.i I 1 rvgfy, 1 ll»b j ' ! | ‘ 

■V23.TO deliver WM^whb'a 


5. One who uses physical might 
to bring another down. 

7- The deep and heavy male 
yolce 3n singing 

10. Livestock thieves; '. 

11. 'The act' of verifying 
authenticity. 

15. To give help . 

(6. To deliver a sharp quick 
Blow with foe open palm. , 

19. The sharp, end of a cutting 
ihstrument. ' • 

21. To hfive an access across a 



ji & t*vi a ,^ a 1: ri J j V 


Answers 

\crossr l. icrejinjah.'fiy 
|He*r8,-8. Az;9. TYsck,! it' 

3.,Ushibr t , j'4iA^». 
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Cricket takes root in Africa 
as S.A. wins tournament 


The recently concluded 
Centennial Four Nations Cricket 
Tournment proved that Africa, 
specifically Kenya and South 
Africa have the potential to 
dominate the sport in years, to 
come. 

Sports enthusiasts and writers 
who watched the performances 
of the two African nations were 
in doubt that it is a question of 
lime before cricket is snatched 
from the current major crick cL 
nations such as Indio, Pakistan. 
Sri Lanka and West Indies. 

The tournament was won by 
South Africa and although Kenya 
lost all the matches, the country 
had the organisational skills and 
potential to perform much hotter 
in the coming years. 

As one sports writer from 
Lahore, Pakistan, who was in the 
country to cove* the event 
observed: “Kenya is cnpahlc of 
g &i ning international reca grnlio a 
sooner than most nations think." 

And yet another sports 
columnist observed that the only 
lacking thing is nurturing the 
talent in the local hoys and 
exposing them to the big time 
cricket so that they can match 
major playing nations. 

The fact that Kenya was able 
to successfully host the four- 
nation tournament was itself a 
confirmation that -the sport is 
being given the consideration it 
deserves. This was also a golden 
opportunity for the local boys to 
gel the. right kind of exposure 
wfyich can push them to greater 
heights. 


Some of the other mentioned 
impediments in Kenya 
dominating the international 
cricket scene has beeriits failure 
to Become a full member of the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC). 

The four-nation .tournament 
was held at a. time when 
celebrations for the lOOih year 
since the sports was introduced 
in Kenya were going on. The 
firstcriclccl'niatch was played in 
1 896 in Mombasa and it was not 
until three, years later that the 
sport was introduced in. Nairobi. 

Since then progress has been 
made lo overcome some of the 
problems the sports has faced 
over a century until (lie present 
milestone was reached. However, 
the paceofdevelopingthe sports 
has been slow compared toother 
cricket-sporting nations. 

It is worth noting (hat ihc 
hosting of the tournament was 
the firm time that a non -test 
playing nation in the world hosted 
test playing countries. 

What Kenya needs most to 
qualify to bbeome a test playing 
country is more dedication and 
responsibility to the sport. Those 
responsible for the development 
of the sport, including the Kenya 
Cricket Association (KC A), need 
to be reminded that there is no 
strait cut to success and therefore 
they must exert eveiy effort while 
pushing the country to greater 
heights. 

The Nairobi tournament 
attracted three, test playing 
nations Pakistan, Sri Lanka and 


South A frica and saw fivcrecords 
being set, a record in cricket 
history. 

South Africa, who emerged 
the winner put up an incredible 
performance with theircricketers 
not leaving anything to chance. 

During the tournament it 
became obvious that (here was a 
lot that the Kenyans could learn 
from the way South Africans 
went about in winning the game. 
Three specific areas stand out: 
the way the South Africans 
batted, bowled and fielded. These 
ore areas in which the local boys 
ought to improve ujjon if they 
expect to get far during the next 
international competition. 

Another useful tactic 
employed by the Mandela boys 
was the rotation of their limited 
bowling attacks which even 
champion Pakistonis found 
difficult to control. 

Although Kenya started off 
as the underdog in the 
tournament, the f act that one time 
it came cross to benting Pakistan 
was another pointer that with 


more determination and training 
it can do much, better. The other 
indicator was that for Kenya lo 
have put some semblance of a 
fight against world champions 
such as South Africa and Pakistan 
was good enough for ihc East 
Africans. 

Like all other sporting venues 
in tlxis country, the site of the 
tournament cries out for 
improvement. Similarly ns in 
football, athletics and other 
sports, cricket needs to be 
organised on a professional line. 

The Kenyan • players need 
more regular training by 
professional and experienced 
trainers especially before major 
international matches. As is 
becoming clear. Kenya can 
realise food results in 
international competition 
without raising .the structure of 
any game on modem, scientific 
lines. This yet another area which 
the KCA has to address. 

Sources witliin the KCA have 
decried the meagre resources at 
the association's disposal but the 


fact that major international 
sponsors came forwl'^io finance 
the ‘ tournament and the 
enthusiasm the event generated 
both locally and international is 
a point of consolation. 

The observation that cricket 
is passionately followed here 
shows there is no lack of local 
support for the sport. 

Kenyans have been playing 
cricket as a weekend sports and 
this is .something that has lo 
change# it hopes to.match other 
world champions. . 

During the tournament it was 
evident that Kenya was good in 
especially two areas: fielding and 
bowling. It is in batting that 
Kenya needs to be uplifted. 

Another factor which 
contributed to Kenyan's loss was 
lack of international experience, 
which was clearly demonstrated 
by the way the country let the 
advantage o f getting early wicket 
slip away due to technical 
mistakes. This is what made 
Kenya lose to Pakistan. 


Clicking on to a 
better golf swing 


Juniors to be crowd 
puller in camel race 


During this year's Maralal 
International Camel Derby to be 
held from October 26 lo 27 the 
major attraction will be the junior 
category riders. 

At the same lime Kenya 
Airways, a long-standing sponsor 
of the event has contributed 
tickets valued at Sh 250,000 to 
the winners. 

The main attraction -will be 
14'iyeor old' Lena Kaara from 
Embu who has dominated the 
junior girls category far many 
years. 

The other junior competitor 
^ to watch will be Lawrence 
Wnmbile. from Sololo on ihc 
Ethiopia border who in the past . 
has performed credibly. He has 
been described as a promising 
player. . 

The only. non-East African 
participating in the junior 
: category is Perdic Du Ptessis . 

: 0 amend from South Africa who 
. dumg the last ftrtv years has put 

a tot .of pressupij oil Kenyims. ■ 
i ■ The hqyj is-dqfinite^^y eiiig 1 the 




Tn the amateur category .the 
handlers are. also taken care of 
where the first prize is Sh 5,000 
- first prize, Sh 4,000 - second 
prize and Sh 3,000 - third prize. 

Another youth in the race is 
Lean ie Ng'ahg'a fromThika who 
spent considerable. time in 
Maralal. 

While presenting the Sh 
250,000 cheque to the MICD 
chairman Aussie Walker, Kenya 
Airways marketing director Joe 
Adongo said the national barrier 
recognised the need to support 
local sports and tourist 
a( tractions, especially activities 
such tis lltoxc of the camel racing, 
which brought considerable 
benefit to the participants. 

Mr Adongo added: “l am 
particularly ’enthused by the event 
because of the international 
publicity it generated and Iho 
support from the 'international 

riders”* 

Walker thanked (lie Kenya [ 

Air Ways noting that no spprt VrTT T — V- • ", ~ . TT . 1 ' ■ *? ■ .m? 

could exist without the support A simple device deVelopedby gblf professional is helping players to perfect their $*irtg. 
of sponsors. '' . EverygoOd (and bad) gplferknows that the key to hitting the balf with distance Is by . 

. ^.^essed dip'necf forjhe • having Rawing tto|;fc smoo^ The jdeVjce 1 mpp afrtjye 
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Coast KAA 
team re-elected 

All the former Coast Amata 
Athletics Association (CAAA 
officials were last week re-tune 
to office during elections at 4 
PC's boardroom. 

Stop being 
money maniacs 

President Daniel arap Moi ha 
warned Kenya's spdrtsmen m 
women -against being mone 
maniacs and un-patriotic. He too 
the swipe at the sportsmen an 
women when he watchedlhcMt 
Golden Cup soccer finals at ih 
Moi Stadium between Mumia 
Sugor and Reli clubs. 

Ekumbooutof 
ASAK race 

Ben Ekumbo. the long servii 
Amateur Swimming Associate 
of Kenya (ASAK) secretar 
genera] will not defend his so 
come ASAK elections r. 
November 2. Hegavetltcrcast 
of his decision as the need for t : 
secretaryship to have new bid 
to improve the standards of li 
game locally. 

IAAF to train 
secretarles-generai*/ 

The International Amain ■ 
Athletics Federation region., 
development centre baset. \ > 
Nairobi is to conduct a six-ot.' 
course for secretaries geiwpb 
athletics association fr'io 
Africa's 20 English-speaU i 
nations, the assistant director . >>* 
the Centre Philip Ndoo l<; H 
announced. 

Ugandans for 
Kenyatta Day Gup 

The Ugandan Police handtv 
team are expected in the couk 
this week for the Kenyatta D 
tournament at Gigil Stadiw 
according.to the Kenya Amalt 
. Handball Association ch&uf 
F.K. Paul. jW 
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Gor to pay 
for CAF mdtCft — 

The Kenya FootbalLFederat 
(KFF) this week aakedGor 
Football Club to payj 
US$1,500 (about Sh 84,0j 
imposed on the club by I 
Confederation of Africj 
Football (C API after the fatej 
Africa Cup of Club Champ! 
match seven months ago at j 
Nairobi’s City Stadium. , 

Kenyans train lor i 
New York Marathon 

Four of Kenya’s; inlematiot 
athletes from the Ftfla Qub » 
already in residential training 
' Kaptagat, 3 ZJulomettcs sow 

west df Bldbret In prepay 

for the fpithcdrhing Yl 

: Marathon- ’ f ■ ;/! \ ' *. ; 

di$puf©d matph i 

1 Th6 Kenya Foolball,?^ 1 

G^thlB.weekaward^W 
‘Lpopafds thd Septembi^i 
aliBnddJiii Ptemiw % 
ift aidti agfdtfrjl vwbb rriy pW 
point*; ' 
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